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IQBAL DAY CELEBRATIONS IN THE ARAB WORLD
1950-57

Dr. Nadeem Shafiq Malik

After the creation of Pakistan, the death anniversary of Allama
Igbal was used to be observed throughout Pakistan and abroad
with special fervor and enthusiasm. Indeed, it became the first
national event to be celebrated in newly born nation-state of
Pakistan and immense participation of its citizens in it made it
another centre of unity to be rallied around. Outside Pakistan,
that occasion provided a unique opportunity to introduce
recently established state into international circles. The English
newspapers of Pakistan also reflected the sentiments of their
fellow citizens in form of news-items, editorials, articles and
issuance of special numbers to observe the death anniversary
of Allama Igbal. In the following pages, a survey of Igbal Day
celebrations held in the Arab countries during 1950-57 has
been conducted to highlight the homage of the Arab World to
our national poet-philosopher.

In 1950, The Pakistan Times, Lahore and The civil and Military
Gazette, Lahore reported that at Cairo, Pakistani students of
Cairo’s Fuad al-Awwal University observed Igbal’s death
anniversary on April 19, 1950 with great enthusiasm. More
than 500 Arab students participated in the celebrations.
Professors of the University delivered several interesting and
illuminating speeches on Igbal and his philosophy and spoke
admiringly of him.""’ Moreover, Jeddah Radio relayed a special
programme on eve of Igbal Day. e
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Ibid., 5 (Al-Maidah) : 8

Al-Bukhari, vii, p. 199

Al-Qur’an, 5 (Al-Maidah) : 25

Ibid., 3 (Al-I-Imran) : 25

Igbal’s Letters to Jinnah (Lahore, 1968), pp. 15-17.
Quaid-I-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, SPEECHES (as
Governor-General of Pakistan), 1947-8 p. 154.
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“The atheistic socialism of Jawahar Lal is not likely to receive
much response from the Muslims. The question therefore is:
how to solve the problem of Muslim poverty? . . . Happily
there is a solution in the enforcement of the Law of Islam and
its further development in the light of modern ideas. After a
long and careful study of Islamic Law I have come to the
conclusion that if this system of Law is properly understood
and applied, at last the right to subsistence is secured to
everybody. This has been my honest conviction for many years
of and [ still believe to be the only way to solve the problem of
bread for Muslims as well as to secure a peaceful India . . .

For Islam the acceptance of social democracy in some suitable
form and consistent with the legal prineciples of Islam is not a
revolution but a return to the original purity of Islam.”*'

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah realizing the utmost
significance of the above concept, declared as follows:

“The adoption of Western economic theory and practice will
not help us in achieving our goal of creating a happy and
contented people. We must work our destiny in our own way
and present to the world an economic system based on true
[slamic concept of equality of manhood and social justice. We
will thereby be fulfilling our mission as Muslims and giving to
humanity the message of peace which alone can save it and
secure the welfare, happiness and prosperity of mankind.”*

This brief article 1s perhaps sufficient to prove that the
Upholder of social justice. the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon
him) and his teachings are the only hope for the troubled
humanity of today.
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daughter of Muhammad (peace be upon him) (i.e. my own
daughter) steals, I would definitely have her hand cut off.”*

The magnitude of the respect for the fundamental human rights
and human life could be judged from the following verse of the
Holy Qur’an:

“That whoever kills a person, unless it be for ma\nslaughter or
for mischief in the land, it is as though he had killed all men.
And whoever saves a life, it is as though he had saved the lives
of all human being.”?’

Political Justice

Our Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) gave the principles of
the sovereignty of God, vicegerency of man, mutual
consultation and paved the way for the establishment of moral
and spiritual democracy.

He declared the message of God:

“Say: O Allah, “Owner of the Kingdom. You give the kingdom
to whom You please, and take it away from whom You wish,
and You exalt whom You please and abase whom Thou please.
In Thine hand is the good. Surely You are possessor of power
over all things.”™"

These salient features of the Prophetic social justice have been
serving as a beacon light for the good Muslims of all ages.

Allama Igbal high lighted the significance of this aspect of
Islam in a letter to Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah thus:
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'i) And when you speak be just though it be (agalnst) a
relative. 2
i) “0O you who believe, be maintainers of justice, bearers

of witness for Allah, even though it be against your own
selves or (your) parents or near relatives — whether he
be rich or poor, Allah has a better right over them both.
So follow not your low desires.

And if you distort or turn away from (truth), surely
Allah is ever aware of what you do.” A

Thus neither self interest nor ties of kinship and love nor
consideration of fear, favour, or compassion should make one
swerve an inch from the truth and equity.

Equality before law is to be maintained at all costs. There
should be'no discrimination between the rich and the poor, high
and low, and friend and foe. You have to be just even to your
enemies. Allah enjoins upon the believers by saying:

“O you who believe, be upright for Allah, bearers of witness
with justice, and let not hatred of a people incite you not to act
equitably. Be just; that is nearer to the observance of duty.”’

Setting up a practical example of the maintenance of high
standard of justice, when a case of a respectable lady came
before the Prophet (peace be upon him), he declared:

“What destroyed people before you was that when a person of
rank among them committed a theft they let him go, but when a
weak one among them committed it they inflicted the
prescribed punishment on him. [ swear by God if Fatimah
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Prohibition and eradication of all types of economic
exploitation.

Healthy economic cooperation.

Social Security and establishment of a social welfare society

Innumerable examples could be quoted from the life of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and from the state
and society set up by him in connection with the material
manifestation of these noble and useful principles of

Economic Justice,

Legal Justice

Political thinkers usually say:

“There is no better test of the excellence of a government than
the efficiency of its judicial system.” Professor H.J. Laski says:
When we know how a nation state dispenses justice, we know
with some exactness the moral character to which it can
prete:ru:l.”24

[t is beyond the shadow of any doubt that the Prophet of Islam
(peace be upon him) set up highest standard of legal justice. A
few glimpses from the Holy Qur’an and from the Sunnah of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) are given below;

Allah reveals in the Holy Qur’an:
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(No one has ever taken better food than that taken by the labour
of one’s own hands. And Daud, the Prophet of Allah earned his
livelihood by his ewn hands)

(P gkl 85 3y G all i

(All the Prophets sent by Allah, without any exception, have
been tending sheep and goats.)

Circulation of Welath

Allah revealed in this regard:
(M) oS sk G 4043 5 0¥ S,
(So that it be not taken by turns by the rich amongst you)

" Allah also revealed:

“And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it not in
allah’s way, announce to them a painful chastisement.””**

Moderation and Balance (&/iHJIe#1)
The Holy Qur’an guides us by saying:

“And they who, when they spend are neither extravaganrt nor
parsimonious and just mean is ever between these.”*

Discrimination between the fair, lawful and unfair and foul

means ({317 ))
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i) “And Allah has favoured some of you above others in :
provision.™" |

i
t11) “And covet not the thing in which Allah has made some ’
of you excel others.”!* |

iv})  His are the treasures of the heavens and the earth. He
amplifies and straitens subsistence for whom He

pleases.”"

(God assures sustenance for all and enjoins justice and equity.

i) “And there is no animal in the earth but on Allah is the
sustenance of it . . .”!
1) “Say, my Lord enjoins justice (and equity)”"

i) “Certainly we sent our messengers with clear
arguments, and sent down with them the Book and the ]
measure, so that men may conduct themselves with
equity.”!

A few other salient features of economic justice put into actual
practice by the Prophet Muhammad (peace by upon him) are as
follows:

Dignity and Worth of Labour and
Equal opportunity for all

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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Diversity of languages and colours has been declared as one of
the sign of the Creator, which should lead to his realization. "

In fact the Prophet {peace be upon him) came to liberate
humanity from the shackles of the destructive prejudices and
jealousies of caste, colour, race, language and territory, etc. He
declared the policy of Islam in his farewell address by saying:

“O people! Verily your Lord is one and your father is one.
There is no superiority for an Arab to a non-Arab, to an Arab,
for a white to a black and for a black to a white, except in piety.
Varily the noblest amongst you with Allah is the most dutiful
{and responsible) of you. »1

In the light of these principles of social justice, fundamental
human rights were extended to all. Equal opportunities were
given to all citizens, and many other revolutionary steps,
hitherto unknown to the world, were taken.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Islam recognizes the principle of economic justice and does not
recognize the idea of economic equality, which is infact
impracticable.

The following wverses of the Holy Qur’an explam the
31gn1ﬁcance of this principle:

1) - We have apportioned among them their livelihood in
the life of the world, and raised some of them above
others in rank that some of them may take labour from
others and the mercy of thy Lord is better than (the
wealth) they amass.’
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“Justice accepts that men are seifish, but stipulates that one self
is as important as another. and therefore regulates their
conflicting interests.”™

The Holy Qur’an in a number of verses, and the Holy Prophet
{peace be upon him) in his Ahadith (traditions) do not accept
this concept of the selfishness of man, rather they give the
concept of dignity and innocence of man by birth.,

God reveals:

1) “Certainly We created man in the best make.”

i) “And surely We have honoured the children of Adam.”®

i) “Then his Lord chose him, se He turned to him and
guided him.””

The Prophet (peace be upon him) declared “that every new
born baby is endowed with good nature . . .*®

So the great Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) gave the
idea of starting work on man, who is basically good natured
and dignified and declared this principle as the basie ingredient
of social justice.

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) paved the way for
setting up an international fraternity. He gave the message of
God in the words:

() mankind, surely We have created you from a male and a
female and made you tribes and families that you may know
each other. Surely the noblest of you with Allah is the most
dutiful of you.”
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