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"Readers of the Quran will perceive that the laws which
govern Muslim custom (Sunna) in these everyday affairs are
adumbrated there, but they will look in vain for the datails
which make these customs into formal rites and rules of
behaviour. To find the underlying authority for these rules, we
must go to the books of tradition (Hadith). In theory the life of
the individual Muslim is govermned by what the prophet said
and did; in fact by what he is reported to have said and done;
and the two are not always the same. Exactly when records
of the deeds and words of the prophet were first written down
wi do hot know; indeed early tradition is at variance with itself

on this very point.Some say that the prophet authorized the
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writing of his sayings; others assert that he forbade it. At any
rate it is certain that several small collections of traditions
were assembled in Umayyad times.(3)
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