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The possibility of his having read the Bible or other Jewish or
Christian books may be ruled out. (....); and it is unlikely that he

had ever read any other books. ()
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"Muhammad's standard for prophecy was, in principle, the experience
and action of the old Hebrew prophets. But he knew nothing of them
directly. His own experience was evidently very personal."(")
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“(...). The venerable tradition that he learned about Judaism. and
Chrlstlanlty durlng caravan trips to Syria, the first when he was twelve

in the company of Abu Talib and the second when he was twenty-fi ve_
and in the employ of Khadija, whom he subsequently married, must be

~....set aside as untrustworthy.” (r9) el
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“I know not what to make of that Sergius [Bahira or Buhayra,
whatsoever the pronunciation be, has also been called as Sergius], the
Nestorian Monk whom Abu Thalib and he are said to have lodged with;
or how much any monk could have taught one still so young. Probably
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enough it is greatly exaggerated, this of Nestorian Monk. Mahomet
was only fourteen [accordingfo the tradition he was either only nine or,
at the most, twelve]; had no language but his own: much in Syria must
have been a strange unintelligible whirlpool to him. ™" (r+)
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