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"That Muhammad was really the author and Chief
Contriever of the Koran is beyond dispute; though it be
highly probable that he had no small assistance in his
design from others, as his count&men failed not to object
to him; however they differed so much in their conjecture
as to the particular person who gave him such assistance;
that they were not able, it seems, to prove the charge;
Muhammad, it is to be presumed, having taken his
measures too well to be discovered."(5)
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) G. Fliigel, Corani Textus arabicus, (1834).
(2) E.H. Palmer, The Qui'an in Sacred Bodes of the East,(1880)
(3) G.Weil, Historischa Kritische Einleitunge in den Qur'an (1860)
(4)
®)

Theodor Noldeke, Geschichte des Qur'an, (1860)

H. Hirschfeld, New Researches in the composition and Exegesis of
the Qur'an (1902)

(6) A. Springer, Das Leben and die Lehre Muhammad (1869)

(7) Caitani, Annali dell Islam (1905)
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"With the death of the Prophet the position was radically

altered. The source of revelations ceased to flow, and the

believers in cases of doubt had no one whom they might

consult, as no one had inherited Muhammad's Prophetic
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gift. The discourses left by him thus acquired increased
importance, for in them spoke the Prophet or rather God

through him to his Community, if they were able to

interpret his words correctly. Ths task therefore naturally
presented itself of collecting his valuable legacy in as
complete and accurate a form as possible and preserving
it from destruction. This obvious development is also
confirmed by the traditions but unfortunately in a way
which leaves much obscure."(16)
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"and indeed we are told (Ibn Sa'ad, Ill/i, 212, 4) That
'‘Omar died before the task was completed."(24)
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"Those who fell in the battle with Musailima were,
according to the lists, which have been handed down,
mainly new converts, none of whom could be expected to
have an extensive knowledge of the Kur'an (sic). If the
whole story is therefore rendered uncertain, it becomes
rﬁore important to note that there are other traditions,
according to which it was 'Omar himself who ordered and
- supervised the collection."(25)
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"As it is easier to understand how such a pious work could
have been anedated than that it could have been
transferred from Abu Bakr to his successor, the second
story is perhaps somewhat more probable, although the
mechanical way in which 'Omar is said to have tested the
genuineness of the separate parts (if they were known to
two authorities) does not sound very trustworthy."(28)
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"Even among the Muslims there is no unanimity regarding
the pronunciation, derivation and meaning of the word.
Some pronounced it Kuran without Hamza and saw in it a
proper noun not occurring else where, like tawrat and indjil
or they derived it from karana as to tie together.........
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"We should have to imagine that Allah actually read to the
Prophet out of the heavenly book, but even then the
further use of the word is no easier explained. It is in any
case quite absurd for E. Meyer to explain the Kur'an as a

book read by Muhammad. for the heavenly book, the
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contents of which were communicated to him, was really a
concealed book and he heard the voice of Allah and read
nothing (XCVI, | not with standing). It was rather the case
that Kur'an was made intelligibie to him by Allah making it
into an Arabic Kur'an i.e. translating it into Arabic."(32)
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| came into the possession of Hafsa. But this very point

raises other difficulties. If the Sahuf was to be an
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authorised standard codex it is difficult to understand why

it was given to a woman. G. Weil thinks that Hafsa was to
take care of it but this could have been more safely done ‘ L
other ways; and if it was to be a standard MS from which
copies could be made, it was quite inconvenient to leave it
with Hafsa, as not everyone had access to the widow of
the Prophet."(39)
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