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The French colonized Tunisia from 1881 until 1956and left
Islamic family law in place throughout the period for
theTunisian population, in part because they could exert their
rule without changing family law. Furthermore, they knew
that a family lawreform could be politically explosive.
Nationalist leaders also wantedto keep Islamic family law.

They took it as a symbol of culturalidentity to be preserved at
all cost in the fight against colonization.’
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Throughout the twentieth century, the status of women in
Tunisiahas been caught up in political wars fought largely over
other issues such ascolonialism, nationalism, modernity, and
Islamic cultural identity. By taking thedecision to reform the
family law, the state redefines rights and obligations for
allcitizens. Behind the promulgation of a new family law there is

a vision of a modernsociety."
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