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body, except hands and a part of face when going out
or meeting a stranger. There is nothing to feel
ashamed about in dressing as a good Muslim girl.

Dress of Muslim girls is a purticular problem
/which we face in a non-Muslim society. We should be
very careful in observing Islaamic principles about
dress. Some of us may not like to do as Islaam ask us.
But we should know that we can never be great if we
give up Islamic practice. Imitating other we will loose
our identity as Muslims and gain nothing.

We know that to grow as a Muslim in a non-
Muslim society is not easy but we should accept it as
a challenge. We young Muslims should consciously
adopt this attitude. Our non-Muslim friends will
respect us if we practice what we believe. We must

keep in mind that belief without action is
meaninglzss.

it is like a tree which does not bear fruit.
Firm faith should guide our action. Once we are
totally convinced of our way of life, every thing else
that we are required to do will become easy. If we are
weak in our faith, things will be pretty difficult
indeed.

Another thing is that in a non-Muslim society,
we young people meet many young non-Muslims who
can learn about Islaam by our own examples. So a
non-Muslims. We would never have got this
opportunity in a purely Muslim country. I hope, the

AMuslim youth will keep this in mind.

Islaam is for practice. It is not a way of life just

to be praised with our lips. We must aim at growing
up as a practising Muslim in this society. If we can
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we are Allah’s agents on this earth. This means we
must do as He commands in order to achieve His
pleasure in the life after death.

Muslims and non-Muslims are all human beings.
So as humans we have a lot in common. But our way
of life is entirely different from theirs. We look at this W
life as a test and a preparation for the life after death.
Non-Muslims take a different view. To them life is a
sort of a game or adventure with which they can do
anything until it comes to an end. They do not seem to
realise that they have to account for their actions in
the life after death. They lead a sort of uncontrolled
life. '

People in a non-Muslim society consider our way
of life as strange and difficult. They find it peculiar
that we have to do many duties in life. They think we

have no freedom. But we take exactly the opposite
view. To us, our way of life gives us order, peace and

happiness. Real freedom is in the total obedience to
Allah.

To grow up as a Muslim we should learn Islaam
well. Good knowledge leads to firm faith which is
essential for good practice. We cannot expect to be
good Muslims without a sound knowledge of Islaam. A
- firm belief in the greatness, beauty and practical
lesson of Islaam will give wus strong faith and
confidence in ourselves.

Some of our actions may appear strange and
funny to our non- Muslim friends. We should do what
we think is right. For example, we do not eat pork and
meat of animals not slaughtered in Allah’s name. We #F
~also do not drink wine, dance and play music. Young
Muslim girls should not go to physical education
lesson with a dress which keeps their legs uncovered.
They should dress modestly and cover their whole
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my master recently but you have spent a long period
of your life as with him his wife. Hence, you are more
duty bound to guard and uphold his honour.

iii, How can I yield to your immodest proposal
when your husband has benevolently given me a well
furnished abode. Would it not be a sheer ingratitude
to ill - requits a bereficent master by indulging in a
wicked and unlawful act like fornication. "So he left
all that he had in Joseph’s charge; and having him he
had no concern for anything but the food he ate".
(Gen, 39 : 6)

iv, It must be taken for granted as a universal
truth that the corrupt and trans gressors never
prosper. Violation of moral values and contrariety to
ethieal rules is always consequent upon ignominous
and destructive end.

GROWING UP IN A NON-MUSLIM SOCIETY
By
Nusrat Parveen

Growing up in a non-Muslim society is a
challenging task. It gives us an opportunity to prove
that we can live as Islaam asks us. We live in Great
Britain which is a non-Muslim society. Here we come
across many things which are against the beliefs and
teachings of Islaam. A Muslim is also a lot different
from a non-Muslim in many respects.

Muslims should follow Allahs commands as has
been explained and exemplified by Prophet
Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wasallam. These .
commands guide all our actions in this life. Our
attitude to this life is very definite and clear. We have
a distinct set of values, a set of rules. We believe that
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