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It was progress which had permitted Europeans to 'Discover' the

whole world, and progress which would explain their growing
hegemony over the global horizon. L
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Progress is more than just a journey or an ideal. It is modern
destiny. To modern man, and those who want to share his
identity, rejecting faith in progress is unbearable. Modern man is
defined by progress. His self-esteem is rooted in it and it is his

deepest justification for the ruthlessness he displays towards his
fellow men and nature. £
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The essence of technology, which he names "the enframing,"
reduces the being of entities to a calculative order. Hence, the
mountain is not a mountain but a standing supply of coal, the
Rhine is not the Rhine but an engine for hydro-electric energy,
and humans are not humans but reserves of manpower. The

experience of the modern world, then, is the experience of being's
withdrawal in face of the enframing and its sway over beings. 2
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We submit to the peaceful production of the means of
destruction, to the perfection of the waste, to being educated for a

defense which deforms the defenders and that which they
defend. <
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Technology is like fire. As long as it is under your control, you

can derive benefit from it. Let it get out of hand, and you will be
the first one it will destroy. And then the trees, and then the
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wood. And finally the earth itself. £
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Leniency bordering on approval towards such a sin, which is now
percived as the vertiable psychological engine of material

Greed and arrogance in individual turn into prosperity and justice

*
progress. L

for nations and all mankind an invisible hand, a cunning reason
that will do him humanity good even its members indulge in

evil. !
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Possibly experience has already shown that this attempt to pick

and choose [aimed at receiving from the West the maximum
amount of Western technology while taking the minimum amount
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of the rest of our civilization] may not be practicable in the long
run. If you once commit your self to taking one element from
some alien civilization you may find yourself led on, in
unexpected ways, into being constrained also to receive other
elements which, at first sight, might seem to have no connection
with the element that you have originally taken intentionally and
deliberately. In the long run, it may not be possible to take a part
and leave the rest; What that is - all non-western civilization
have been trying to do during the last two hundered years. They
have been trying to take as much possible of our technology and
as little as possible of the rest of our civilization. &r
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Only when Muslims explicitly accept the Western model will they

be in a position to technicalize and then to develop. &
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A wave of antipathy, if not contempt, for everything to do with
Western civilization has to late become manifest in the Arab
World - The plain truth of the matter that "moderenization"

means "westernization". But on the other hand, it would be
impossible for the Arabs [Muslims] to follow the path taken by
the Turkish Republic without losing their identity completely.
This, then, is the question: how in a world in which technology is
making progress at a ever vaster scale, can the social values and
cultural ideals of Islam be reaffirmed in such a way as to rebuild a
stable society endowed with vigorous and homogeneous social

order capable of playing an active and constructive role. i)
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No! I know of no path toward a direct change of the present state

of the world, assuming that such a change is at all humanly
possible.«'—é
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For the hundered years preceding the Muslim revival of the late
twentieth century, the Islamic World seemed to be following a
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path of secularization similar to that on which the Western
Christian world embarked some centuries before. Law derived
from revelation had been increasingly removed from public life;
religious knowledge had steadily lost ground in education; more
and more Muslims who were Islamic by Culture but made
'rational' calculations about their lives -- in much the same way as
Christians formed in the secular West might to do -- had come
forward. &3
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