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"Liberty in Islam has quite a different meaning from
that understood by Westerners. It is neither a
prerogative nor an /abso|ute right of the individual. It is a
negative right which is the consequence of belief in, and
obedience to, the‘, Sovereign of the Universe. The moment
an individual refcognises the Sovereign as the Sole
Master and Lord of the Universe and takes the oath of
allegiance to Him by formally recognising His Authority
(through belief in Him) and then dem‘onstrating his belief
by submitting to (and obeying) his Code of Law, he takes
on himself the responsibility of fulfilling two kinds of

obligations: (a) Obligations to Allah, his Sovereign; and
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(b) obligations to the people, Allah has éent him on the
earth for a fixed term and given him freedom of choice
and freedom of action to do what he pleases. He is
promised Guidance through His Messengers, who show
him clearly the Right Way from the wrong ways of life. He
is also told thét his real and true sucess will come from
following the Right Way of goodness, justice and piety
‘as shown to him by Allah's Messengers. This will not
only win for him sucess in this world but guarantee his
success to His Lord in the life to come.

However, it is for the individual to decide of his own
free will which way to follow.-- Thus, in Islam, mah is
given freedom of choice to adopt and follow any course of
action --- the Right Way of Allah or wrong ways of evil
and wickedness. It is a decision for himself alone, of his
“own freewill, to follow either of the two ways, but he will
be held responsible for all his actions, bad or good. He is
told that his benefit lies in following the Right Way shown
by the Messenger of Allah and is also warned and
cautioned of the evil consequences of following the
wicked and unjust way of the Devil. However, the choice

is his and_the resuyltant con?fquences are also his
rasaliojarald.com
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responsibility. So the Islamic concept of the right of the
individual to freedom of speech, opinion and freedom of
action is much wider than the Western concept of
freedom in the sense that its meaning extends to both the
worlds and is not confined to the temporary life of this
world alone."(®)
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"Unfortunately, the Islamic scientific heritage has only
too rarely been studied by Muslims themselves, and
when such a study has been made it has usually been
based again on a sense of inferiority which has impelled
the authors to try to prove that Muslims preceded the
West in scientific discoveries and therefore are not
behind the West in their cultural attainment. Rarely is this
preciousr Muslim scientific heritage seen as an alternative
path, a science of the natural order which could and did
avoid catastrophic impasse which modern science and its
applications through technology have created for men.
Muslims with vision should be only too happy that it was
not they who brought about the seventeenth century
scientiffic revolution whose logical out come we see
today. Muslim scholars and thinkers must be traind to
revitalize the philosophy of nature contained in the
Islamic sciences and to study these sciences
themselves. Thg end thus proposed is very different from

the goal of so man_T modernised Muslirﬁs who pride
© rasailojaraid.com
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themselves upon Islam having paved the way for the
Renaissange. They reason that since the- Renaissance
was a great event in history and since Islamic culture
helped create the Renaissance, therefore Islamic culture
must be of value. This is an absurd way of reasoning,
which completgly ignores the fact that what the modern
world suffers from today is precisely the result of steps
taken by the West, mostly during the Rénaissance when
western man rebelled to a large extent against his God
given religion.' Muslims should be grateful that they did
not rebell against Heaven and had no share in that
anti-spiritu_al humanism which has now resulted in an
. infra-human world. What Islam infact did was to prevent '
the individualistic rebellion against Hegven: the
manifestation of the Promethean and Titanesque spirit
which 1s so clearly shown in much of Renaisssance. art
and which stands diametrically opposed to the spirt of
Islam, which is based on submission to God. It is true that-
Islamic science and culture were a factor in the rise of the
Renaissance in the West but islamic elements were
employed only after they were divorced from their Islamic

character and torn away from the total order in which
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alone they possess their full- meaning and
significance."(1”)
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"The need to recover a vision of the centre becomes
ever more urgent for Western man as the illusory world
he has created around himself in order to forget the less
of the transcendent dimension in his life begins to reveal
ever more fully its true character. In such a situation, the
response cannot, of course, com}e from any where but
sacred tradition in all its authentic forms. But in as much
as we are concerned here with Islam, the last of these
traditions to manifest itself on the scene of human history,
...... it is Sufism, the peak as well as the spiritual essence
and esoteric dimension of Islam, which attracts most of

those who feal the need to recover the Centre by -

submitting themselves to the message from the Centre in
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'~ its Islamic form. The amazing increase of interest in the
West in recent yéars in the study of Sufi'sm, much of
.whic-h is tunfortunately diverted by counterfeit
presentations of Sufi‘ teachings, is a result of both the
growing spiritual need felt by many men tody and the
particular ¢haracteristic which Sufism possesses as the
esoteric dimension of the Islamic tradition."(IA)
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