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History of Hinduism is not fully to be known from
written records. Hinduism in its vagueness is first of all an item
of the stone age. Hinduism has had no founder to furnish it a
basic message no early leader comparable with zoraster, jesus or
Muhammad--Although Muhammad counted him self only a
restorer. Jesus declared his mission to fullfillment, and Zoroaster
felt called upon to purge and to sumarize what he knew of earlier
religion. These at least, each in his turn inspired a book of
wisdom a gospel and a writing.Hindus have had no one even like
confucius to edit fully a long, inheritd tradtion. Strictly spcakng.
they have in their vardhaman mahavira, as Buddhists have in
Gotama sakyamuni, or as the sikhs have in Nanak. In a sense the
founders of Hinduism are legion, their figures as shadouy as
cloud messengers of changeful constitution and fitful errand.
(3)
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, Hinduism is one of the oldest religion of the World. Its
past history is wrapped in darkness. and none can say with
certanity or even resonable prbabitlity when Hinduism came in
to bemg (4)
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Hinduism as a faith, vague amarphaué many sides, all
things to all men. It is hardly possible to define it, or indeed to
say definitely whether it is a religon or not, in the usual sense of

the word. In its present form. and even in the past, it embaraces
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many beliefs and practices, from the highest to the lowest, often
opposedtoorcontradictingeachotﬁer.(S)
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Hinduism is the oldest living organized relgion in the world,

dating from a time between 2000 and 1500 B.C. from its
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beginning toe the present it has been changing and growing that
. few of the beliefs and doctrines of the earliest Hindus are
accepted their orignal from by presént—da) adherents of 1|ﬁ-
religion.(9) |
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To many it seems to be a name without any content. It is

a museum of beliefs, a medley of rites or a mere map. a
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-geographicla expression? Its content, if it has any, has attered
from age to age, from community.(12)
WAL Pa St it e p B becISUr)
P i ehrse A A EhT ns iiraf SIS
bt e Ve bFmie el SR P I it b Rt 1088
e o0 4G AL gt
- gﬂ%_’(ﬁ.bd/f R} "))‘(LJ?"‘LThe World's Religions
We venture to predicate that Hindusim is not religion at
ail, but a series of lossly strungand in’ﬁnitcly varie;i sacerdotal
andsociological artiﬁcal convertions.(13) |
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Hinduism a term gererally employed to comprehend the
* social institutins, past and present, of the great majority of the
people of india as well as their religious beliefs. Hinduism is
also used in a narrowere sense, as dating more especially the
moderen phase of Indian social and religious institutions era
down to our own.days.( 14)
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Unlike other world relgions such‘ as christianity, Islam or
Buddhisrr{, Hinduism did not have any one founder. It grew
gradually over a period of five thousand ilears absorbing and
assimilating all the religions and cultural movements of India.
Hindu society is a product of many races and many cultures. It is
necessary to recognize this fact to appriciate the complexity of

the Hindu society and religon.(16)
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A tipical jugement of the commentators and Hinduism is
that, its diversity is appalling. Great ihdeed are the range and
complexity of the beliefs and practices d_enoted by the term
Hinduism. (21)
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