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Al-Ma arif, Jan—June2008 19 Napoleon and an ...

Napoleon and an excursion to the red sea

In abbot’s Life of Napoleon it is related that “one
day, with quite a retinue, he (Napoleon) made an excursion
to that identical point of the Red Sea which, as tradition
reports, the children of Israel crossed three thousand years
ago. The tide was out, and he passed over the Asiatic shore
upon extended flats. Various objects of interest engrossed
his attention until late in the afternoon, when he
commenced his return, the twilight faded away, and
darkness came rapidly on. The party lost their path, and, as
they were wandering bewildered among the sands, the
rapidly returning tide surrounded them. The darkness of the
night increased, and the horses floundered deeper and
deeper in the rising waves. The water reached the girths of
the saddles, and dashed upon the feet of the riders, and
destruction seemed inevitable. From that perilous position
Napoleon extricated himself by that presence of mind and
promptness of decision which seemed never to fail
him. ...... The horses did not reach the shore until midnight,
when they were wading breast deep in the swelling waves.
The tide rises on that part of the coast to the height of 22
feet. ‘Had I perished in that manner like Pharaoh,” said
Napoleon, ‘It would have furnished all the preachers in
Christendom with a magnificent text against me.” (Abbot’s
Life of Napoleon, Chap. 12, P. 96).
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