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Then there is the story, often referred to; that Muhémmad on one
occasion recognised the pagan deities as subordinate beings whose
intercession might be of some avail. Tradition has preserved the
passage said to have come in LIII, as originally éielivered, after vv. 19, 20.
There the goddesses al-Lat, al-'Uzza and al-Manat are mentioned; then
came the two verses: "These are the swans exalted, whose intercession
is to be hoped for", or, according to another reading, "is approved (of
Allah)". It seems almost certain that Muhammad made some such
concession, and the fact that at v.26 this surah passes abruptly to deal
with the intercession of angels is a slight confirmation of a previous
referen'ce to intercession having occurred in it. (9)
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In a different category are the so-called 'satanic verses', two

(or three) verses which came after 53.19,20 when these were

originally proclaimed in public in the precincts of the Ka'ba at

Mecca, Muhammad is said to have been hoping for a revelation
which would have led the Meccan merchants to accept his religion,
when there came to him the passage:
Have you considered al-Lat and al-'Uzza and

Manat, the third, the other. These are the intermediates

exalted, whose intercession is to be hoped for. Such

as they do not forget. |
Later - but it is not clear how rhuch later - Muhammad realized that
this could not have come from God, for he reverses there came the
passage beginning

is it the male for you and the female for him? That

would then be a crooked division.
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The first passage permitted intercession to the local deities,
presumably regarded as a kind of angelic being who could plead
with supreme God on behalf of their worshippers, while what was
subsituted was an argumentum ad hominem against the belief that
such deities were 'daughters of God’, and was understood as
making such intercession impossible. In essentials it would seem
that tﬁis account is true, since no Muslim could have invented such
a story about Mohammad the story has also some support from the
Qur'an, since 22.52/1 (which is said to refer to this incident) states
that God 'never sent messenger or prophet before (Muhammad) but
that, as he desired, Satan threw (something) into his formulation’,
through satanic addition was afterwards abrogated by God. (10)
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