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Abstract

Opposition alliances played an important role in political

history of Pakistan. These alliances were often formed when political

parties were unable to achieve their common goal. Lack of

institutional process in political parties was the principal reason for

the formation of political alliances. These alliances were formed for

the achievement of their common interests. National Democratic

Front (NDF) was one such alliance formed in the early phase of

Ayub Khan period when he lifted the ban from all political parties

and activities. Its goal was to form a platform to raise voice against

dictatorship and struggle for restoration of democracy. Its

leadership included Husyen Shaheed Suhrawardy, Sheikh Mujeebur 

Rahman and some other leaders. Although NDF as a democratic

force failed to achieve its goal, it played a significant role in the

struggle against the dictatorial regime of Ayub Khan. It enkindled a

ray of hope for democratic forces and paved the way for subsequent

democratic movements against Ayub Khan. There is a research gap

in historiography of NDF. Usually its performance has been either

ignored or underrated. This article will shed some light on the role

and significance of National Democratic Front in the political

development of Pakistan.
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W%e$ÆÕ@1Š�X6591Y»WM™cƒŠHÔ˜VZzg¹Ï�Yz
SOŠ~S&q]ÅIz÷(Ï)oVZzg(Ïu¤/ñV6,0*È~ÎŠ~ˆX
(Ï)oVÆZU*Pß™Š�‰Zzg(Ïu¤/ñVÃŠ!*äÆa
(+ZâVÃ¤/ëgHŠHXZ-[{yäSÚ„»°7ŒZzgZy0*È-VÃ‡âã

^Š¶ÆaŠzZ?7ezZzgZ"5å GEHz”gs™zZñXÆ�æ¹Zzgf!
0*ÎyÆ(+Zy**ZIŒÛZgŠ�‰Zzgz{13Šc6691YJ-ËÌ§bÅ

SkÆ´z{(Ï)oVÃŠ!*äÆ 3 (Ïu¤/ò~z7áMh¸X
aSyÆ£«~ãCŠ~/gìV»Âx”gs™zZc*X

6291Y~Z-[{yäœZgC§i»WM**Ç™ÆâḡÑY»™Šc*X
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�Û.$Ã„¢o™ä»tg{Šc*XYèz̃gŠ~Æìw~Z+Ë)®)Å
úW‚y7¶TÆ6,z¤/Zx6,(ÏªŠ]»W‚ãÐZ·t:ƒnZzg

Ska 32 ZkÆaZLfZC¢ŠZ]ÅŒÛ!*ã¢zg~¶�ā**eÃWg;åX
ZrVäZ+Xe~XZpÆfg)/g~].z4Yg~gpp»tg{Šc*XSk!*]

ÐªCÙåāz̃gŠ~æ¹Zzgf!0*ÎyÆ(ÏÁÜÃŠŠ9eT¸
Zzgœā%œ/Ð/g~].z4Yg~ǵeT¸pz{SkÃi^Š¶

Æaic*Š{²āi0+{:g{nZzg5Šc3691YÃÛz]~ZÙw™
‰X̃zgŠ~»ZÙwZ+Xe~XZpÆa¹(,ZŠ_åXZyÆZÙwÆˆ
De_™��Û.$$zgƒ@*ŠHYè¼)È¬„ZLW\Ã±™_
‰Zzg�!*¹‰z{ÌZ[ZKbàÅÃÒ~u¤/xƒ_‰X

Z+Xe~XZpÅ^Å!*]ÅYñÂ
ÉÀāê;îk)Æˆf!

0*Îy~Â^»Ãð»x7ƒZXp†g~4691Y~Ã±›>ÔD
úZò0*gKÔúZò>ÆúÒ}f!0*Îy~De_™��Û.$Å^
‚i~ÆaÑƒg~ZNƒñZzgZq-iïCZ¤Z7HT~)1(
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/g~WMÅbà)2(W%Z:¸Z2Å™q)3(',ZÓgZ„ZN!*])4(Óx
(Ï{-VÅg;ð)5(!*Z(g°DZzg4*Ãg^Zzg;ðÃĝÆZ(gZ]Å
bà)6(ãCŠ~£tÅ�ÛZb‰_]]÷áï¸XZkÆ´z{Zq-22g0
%œ/~Ã±úŠ¶»êHŠH�āf!0*ÎyÆÓx”V~÷áñ

p¼z�;]Å¯6,%œ/~Ã±»Z°k–~ƒŠHZzgf! 42 ÅáÏX
Z¤/pæ¹0*Îy~Z+Xe~XZpZq-¢o 52 0*Îy~^»»x:ƒeX

(Ï¸]Æîg6,»x™g;åZzgZm»x!ÆZk**]ñ�Š¸pf!
0*Îy~Zm&4i¨å FG

IGò¹Ngz~»Dg¶�Zm¸ò¬Zzg(ÏZzg/g~
¸ÂVÆzWZÅ545é EEGŠZ�ŠÆpZ[6,',~§bÐZW,Z0+Ziƒg„¶X

'×h+',ZVšZ°Ý�āz̃gŠ~Åi0+Ï~„úZò>Ãbw™**
pZ[ñµåā 62 eT¸pz̃gŠ~ÆI™ä6,z{Z(7™nX

z{ZLZgZŠ}ÃiY)zMh¸XSÏa52†g~4691YÃZq-Z°k~

†Z°æF,»&»4ø E
Y

GIÅu',Z„~!*‡°{îg6,úZò>Å‰h+»Z´yHŠHXúZò
» "Nothing Doing Front" >Å

"3‹-ê
GEE

GLâÆˆ¸÷áã�āZ+Xe~XZpÃ
**xŠ}™W™gì¸SrVäÌDúZò0*gKÃ±™1XZyŠzâV

72 )oVÅ
"3‹-ê
GEE

GLâÆˆDe_™��Û.$Åw'×h+$zgƒˆX
‰¬!*]ƒ_ìāæ¹0*Îy~Z+Xe~XZpZÌÌu¤/x

~e_™�zg™.šeJā~âgZÑ}ZkÆ82.ç FJG}Zzg· åXâga4691Y
SÏŠzgZyœZgCZN[Æñµ6,xƒZ%s 82 Z¾wóñ~HgƒñX

Å0*õ)oV)Ã±›>Ô)“ïGLZsòÔÂÄZsx0*gKÔDúZò0*gK
Æ**x "Combined Opposition Parties" ZzgúZò>(»Zq-*(ÏZ�Š

Ðz�Š~Wc*ZzgZ+Xe~XZpäZkÅ×áÅXZq-*Z�Š“WÐ
Z+Xe~XZpÅ=q~¶ÂWˆptâgZÑ}Åu',Z„~»x™@*g;
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Å**»òÆˆZkÅªŠ]äQÐZL COP ZzgœZgCZN!*]~

ñ�6,izgŠc*āÓx)oVÃpŠÃñ¸s™Æ))�ãCŠzV6,/ge$
ÅbàÅ].z4™ãecpÃðÌ)®)ZkÆagŸq:ƒðX&Õä ERy

))�].z4Æñ�Ãgh™Zq-6Z�ŠLL0*Îye_™�ñz4óóÆ
92 ‚B÷áïƒŠHX

Z!ð
0*ÎyÅ(Ï@*gõ6,ÃeZBÂ(Ï)oVÆZ�ŠZzgZy»™ŠZg

@*gõ»Zëz÷XCÙ(Ï)®)Æ(ÏÃc*]Zq-Šzu}ÐZ

ƒD÷pZ#Zq-œāÑ‚tƒÂ(Ï)ÈZ%Ã]$øFL1
eZw™Z�Š¯äÃF,ßŠî÷XDe_™��Û.$Z(„Z�Šå�Z-[{y

ÆŠzg~/ge$ÅbàÆaz�Š~Wc*XÍātZ�Š7g~§bZK
].z4~»x[:ƒeTÅ¼Šz�;]‰XƒÐ¬Âtā
Z+Xe~XZpZ)oV»Zq-ù·åXÆZLZL¢ŠZ]¸Zzg
7É41¹ÿ GH0*gúZlÆˆ)“ïGLSsòÔ›>ZzgÂÄZsx0*gKÆgÉzV
äZK)oVÃbw™1Zzg‚g~Âz

"3‹-ê
GEE

GLâ6,%Ãi™Š~XŠzu}tāÓ#Ö
ÅYgq:»gzZÇVÐ�Û.$Åu¤/xV{mîg6,f!0*Îy~',~§b
OW,ƒNZzgf!0*Îy~^»»x:ƒeZzgtZq-¸òR»Z�Š:0
eX'×h+',WV@Lz̃gŠ~�Z+Xe~XZpÆZÝgz—gzZV¸ZkÅ

úÆZq-‚wˆ„ZÙw™‰ZzgZyÆˆ¸òR»ÃðZ(7g7
�šZ°Ýä�z̃gŠ~Åi0+Ï~ í å�Zkœā].z4ÃYg~g‚r

„úZò>Å‰h+™**e{gìÔ̧z̃gŠ~ÆZÙwÆˆZKpZéÃ7gZ
™1ZzgZ+Xe~XZp»�ñ�åābÅöL/ge$Å].z4))�ãCŠzV
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6,ƒãecÔz{ŠxÂhŠHXpZ+Xe~XZpZkÒpÐZÌ»qïìāt
W%e$ÆÜsªZ�ŠåZzgWÒ{z�Š~WäzZáZ�ŠzVLLVðZ7ic
0*gúóóZzgLL0*Îye_™�ñz4óóÆaãCŠ»»xHX'×h+tāZ"5å GEHz
(+Zy�Ë)®)~÷áï7ƒMh¸ZyÆaZq-%œ/½H˜V
Ðz{ÌZK(ÏWgZYŠ}ÃX

jZ!Y]
1. Rafique Afzal, Political Parties in Pakistan 1947D58, Vol. I

(Islamabad :National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research,

1998), p. 135.

ñÑ**†?{y¸÷áã�āß!*ð›>W‚xÆ‚.œg¸ZrVä 2X
~úZò›>ÅãCŠg¿Šg,SzY@Lz̃gŠ~0*Îyvƒ 9491Y

‰Zzgf!0*ÎyZzg%œ/~ZCZW,zgÎc‡ì™**eT¸XZzg¼6,Zä
›,V)c™r#âéÑpÔ{yWs@z^ÔâZ),ZŠ{¾Zv{y(Æ‚B
„zïÆˆ»b›>Æ**xÐZK(Ï)®)±™àpZÝ
~z{æ¹0*ÎyÆ¬zyÆ%%œ/~ZK(7¯Mh¸XŠg|

æ¹0*Îy„ZyÅZÝãCŠ¶ÔZkÆˆZrVäæ¹0*ÎyÆ
Šzg}ò¸÷áãÐAZzgSkñµ?ZrVäZK0*gK»**x»búZò

>Ð0*ÎyúZò>gÄ1XSkÆ´z{ñß~aZ/ä›>gh
™™—6,ZY0*gKÆ**xÐZK(Ï)®)¯àTÃiŒZg~Âx»
ƒäÆˆ™—uZî0*gK»**xŠ}Šh+c*ŠHX

Badruddin Umar, The Emergence of Bangladesh: Class Struggle in

East Pakistan 1947D1958, Vol. I (Karachi: Oxford University Press,

2007), pp. 252D253.

ÃZ-[{yäZq-Zl7ez)êW~ejZÅ3¨½jè GEIEWgeg( 12âga9591Y 3X
”gs™zZc*TÆ�œgc*Íg3,ÃtZ(gåāZ,Óx(+ZâVÆ
ÜsZ½áXÆ0*kÃðu»g~Ç{ƒZzgz{ËnÅ$+ÄZãÔgØ]
pg~ÔZŒÛ!*6,zg~c*u»g~Ç}ÆßSEw~C_ƒVXptZlSÚ
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¸W,U*"$:ƒZYètÜsZy(+ZâVÆaåXÆ0*ku»g~Ç{
åSÏaZ~~Zq-ZzgZlZ"5å GEHz)SÅ5½3ð GH!*e~ejZ4Wgeg(”gs
™zZc*T»Z:t:ÜsÇh+Zg(+ZâV?ƒ@*åÉƒÔñ±»g7gcÔ
ñ±wÔL̄1geZzge7–1geÆÉúÒzV6,Ìƒ@*åXẐiZV
Zq-F,çÆˆSk»Z:tZyu»g~5i}?ÌƒäÎ�gð],ƒ‰

¸Ôpƒ‰¸c*Ø™Šb‰¸X
Rafique Afzal, Political Parties in Pakistan 1958D1969, Vol.  II

(Islamabad :National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research,

1987), pp. 12D13.

Syâ(+ZâV~âgÑ})0*Îy›>Ã±(ÔZ1@u»gÔ-ŠZ 4X
a@g~Ô¦³m,Z/ÔqZ/a@g~)™—uZî0*gK(Ô«YZ°ÝÔ�š

Z°Ý)úZò>(Ô·Z)DúZò0*gK(ZzgcZ}XZÝíZ−+Z£)ÂÄ
Ssx0*gK(÷áï¸X

Cited in, Md. Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh and Role

of Awami League, (New Delhi, Vikas Publishers, 1982), 64.fn, 74.

5. Afzal, Political Parties, pp. 120-121.

6. Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh, p. 64.

03�yÃzi%æGL‡âyä7Å541¹ÿ GHG0*gú&ÿEL”gs™zZc*T~(Ï)oVÃ 7X
(Ïu¤/xVÑzq™äÅSYi]$ÿ LˆpSk§bÆßvËÌ0*gK
~Ç{7gÄMh¸)1(u»g~5ix�Øƒ`ƒV)2(z{¿�Ë
)SÜ¹»xÆS²Zx~Zq-‚wc*SkÐic*Š{{~g;ƒ)3(z{zik,c*
Íg3,�ù¦$+ÄZãÆZ²Zx~**ZIŒÛZg0*ñƒV)4(z{7gi�Z"5å GEHzÆ
�**ZIŒÛZgŠ�‰X

Keesing Ls Record of World Events  ( Former ly Keesing Ls
Contemporary Archives 1931D1988), Volume 8 (1962), issue no.12 

(December), p.18951.

8. Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh, p. 65.

9. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, Memoires of Huseyn Shaheed

Suhrawardy, Edited by Muhmmad H.R.Talukdar. (Karachi: Oxford

University Press, 2009), p. 176.
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10. Begum Shaista Suhrawardy Ikramullah, Huseyn Shaheed

Suhrawardy: A Biography, (Karachi: Oxford University Press,

1991), p. 106.

11. Muhammad Ali, Role of Muslim Bengal in Creation of Pakistan,

(Lahore: Student Services, 1975), p. 37.

7g«°ÝÔšZ°ÝÔ†(gÔIZ−+Ô6,±Z',Z� 91 æ¹0*Îy~Ð 12X
)úZò>(÷á{³m,Z°ÝÔ;ÖZ−+ÔbZ°ÝÔqYÔZvÔpZzíZ−+
)›>(Ô¦³m,Z/Ô·ÑyÔ†_yÔcíZ−+)™—uZî0*gK(

(MNAs †ÅhÒŒéyÔHgµZâgÔÆZfZ−+ÔZ£Zñ0+wZzgâgZ†~X)
The Pakistan Times (Lahore), September 23, 1962.

13. Afzal, Political Parties, Vol. II, p. 122.

14. The Pakistan Times (Lahore), October 1, 1962.

Z(Ï)oVÆgÉX~@Lz̃gŠ~Ô«YZ°Ý{yÔ·ZÔ 51X
¦³m,Z/Ô�š°ÝZzg¼Šzu}æ¹0*ÎyÐ¸²f!0*Îy
ÐZ1ÑZñŠzŠ~ÔxVŸiŠzm:ÔZ-[ÅhzÔÝxZ@*jgÔuŠZg·Šg{yÔ
ii+XZ}XÑg~Zzg¼Šzu}÷áï¸XDe_™��Û.$~÷áïƒä

¶X 65 zZá(+ZâVÅ®ZŠ
Cited in, Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh, 65, fn78.

16. The Pakistan Times (Lahore), October 5, 1962.

17. Saleem M.M.Qureshi, "Party Politics in Second Republic in

Pakistan LL , The Middle East Journal, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Autumn,

1966), p. 469.

18. Karl Von Vorys, Political Development in Pakistan (New Jersey :
Princeton University Press, 1965), 262; and, Suhrawardy,

Memoires, p. 210.

Ðá™Zkz‰ÜJ- 8591Y ZkŒÛZgŠZŠ~âḡÑÅè#ÖÅˆ¶Zzg X 91
Ó#Öä(Ï)oVZzgu¤/ñVÃŠ!*äÆa�ÌN}SEwK
‰ZyÃ)‡âãŒÛZgŠc*ŠHZkÆ´z{WM?WÅˆāt!*Ç)
/g~åZzgŒÛZgŠZŠÆZ!ð~Zk!*]»³xHŠHā(Ï)oVZzg
ZÐZŠ~îg?ßÍVÃ/ge$ÅbàÆa!F,+ÃÒ™ãecX

Afzal, Political Parties, see Appendix II, 188.

Wge¼Æ�DZ°Ý)eJā-Eg;ÆCYÆ7g(Ô[Z°Ý)¸ò X 02
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ZÔÆgÁZzgx[S%sÆe÷7g(ZzgZyÆ‚¹VÃ¤/ëgHŠHX
SkÆ´z{Ñƒg~c7:äxVÜ·Zzg†Zyg*i~Ð™Zc
Z°kÅŒÛZgŠZŠ»zŠ{‚™1²·Z]g~ÆZïg6,ZyÃ¤/ëg™1ŠH

pˆ~J-$?g;ð$ÿ LˆX
Vorys, Political Development, p. 262; and, Afzal, Political Parties,

p. 126.

21. Afzal, Political Parties, p. 126.

X 18 8X 0 Ô)ÑƒgÔZ:"5Ò5»4n.ç FEGGIEEÔ1002Y(Ômm ŠkYwZq-»† pZzSŒgÔ 22X
23. Suhrawardy, Memoirs, p. 207.

24. Morning News (Lahore), January 22, 1964.

Ã±›>Æ�úÒ}SkZ°k~÷áïƒñ¸ZyÅËqpZz X 52
**òZ−+Å%èÆÜs¶TÅzzÐ›>~>ÏaZƒˆÔ'×h+
tāpZz**òZ−+ä¸òZÔ~ZL×&43ð GGGVÃãCŠ~£t~Wñ�F,ç
ÆaÓ#ÖÆ‚Bzz^Š¶Ã¹Zzg‚B„tzZã™Šc*ā›>
Ã±Z[Z+Xe~XZp»'×h+‚B7Š}ÏXŠzu~!*]úZò>ÅªŠ]
Ìz̃gŠ~ÆZÙwÆˆ0*gKÃbw™**e{g„¶ZkaZ+Xe~XZp
Å

"3‹-ê
GE

G?Ãð{mÂz:Š~ˆXŠ}tāuuÅDúZò0*gKäZk
‚g~ßg�w~Ãð{mŠpªCÙ:ÅZzgñÑ**¸÷áãÌŠg6,Š{Ó#ÖÆ

WWi CID ‚B¸XZzgƒÐZë!*]Ó#ÖÅ§sÐZÜZgåāŠz
%œ/~Ã±ÆZ°kÃW),gz™,ÐX

Afzal, Political Parties, p. 128; and, Vorays, Political Development,

pp. 265-66.

26. Faruque Ahmad, Bengal Politics in Britain: Logic, Dynamics and

Disharmony, (North California: Lulu Publications, 2010), p. 86.

27. Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh, pp. 70-71.

28. Afzal, Political Parties, p. 128.

29. Ibid., p. 130.
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