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localities, in which Urdu and Persian are already taught, either at
the charge of Government which proposed to increase its expenditure
on primary education, or that of Municipal and other local bodies,
was comparativeiy trifling, as those teachers could everywhere be
secured at very small salaries,”’®

As it is mentioned earlier the Anjuman was a secular body and
it constituted of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. This composition of
the Anjuman compelled it to pass such a neutral resolution which
could be acceptable to the above mentioned groups. The Anjuman

accordingly did it in a diplomatic way, and so it did not favour any
single language.
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divergences, a very general character, but only subserves the
business purposes of trade, whilst its use for literature has now
entirely ceased.

The leaders, however, of the ““Hindi movement’’ pursue objects
of the national unification of Hindus throughout India, to which the
introduction of the Nagri character is to be a step. It seems to
me that the appointment in schools of Pandits to teach Sanskrit and
Hindi (or rather the explanation of the Sanskrit in the vernacular of
the pupil, written in the Nagari character) to Hindus ; of Bhais to
teach Gurmukhi to Sikhs;and of Maulvis to teach Arabic to
Muhammadans, would solve alike the “language question’ and the
“religions difficulty,” for religious instruction would be simul-
taneously imparted in and by the above languages to their respective
denomidations.?2

Finally, a resolution regarding Urdu, Hindi and Gurmukhi as
media of primary instruction was passed at the annual meeting of

the Anujman-e-Punjab on 25th March 1882  The resolution read as
under :

Resolution regarding Urdu, and Gurmukhi as a medium of
primary instruction at the Annual Meeting of the
Society on the 28th March 1882

“Considered a memorial from a newly-formed Society for the
encouragement of Hindi, to which numerous signatures of members
of the general Hindu community had been attached. It proposed
the substitution of Hindi for Urdu and Gurmukhi in primary schools,
and the Anjuman-i-Punjab were so far in accord with the proposal
as they desired that the primary instruction of Hindus, especially
of the Khatri and Brahman class, should be conveyed through the
medium of Hindi and in the Nagri character, that of the Sikhsin
Punjabi in the Gurmukhi character, and that of Muhammadans and
of the Amla class through that of Urdu-Persian, the bulk of the
population in, say, any particular village determining the language
of the primary instruction. The cost of adding a Hindi and Gurmu-
khi teacher to the existing schools in more largely populated
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the “language question’’. Here is the text of Dr. Leitner’s state-
ment.

The vernacular taught in our schools is Urduo (written in
the Persian character) which has become the dialect of the amla
class, of the better Muhammadans, and of the best Hindus whilst it
is fast spreading to the rest of the community. The real vernacular
is Punjabi in the upper part of the province, and forms of Hindi at
Gurgaon, Hissar, and places bordering on the North-West Provinces.
Urdu is both popular and useful, as leading to employment under
Government, and as being the ‘lingua franca’ of the province. The
Persian character is also tachygraphic and, in its lithographed form,
as Nastaliq, a very cheap medium for spreading knowledge by
means of books. There is, however, -an agitation going on now
among Hindus in favour of supplanting Urdu by Hindi in the Deva
Nagari character. The adoption of this language as the principal
medium of primary instruction I should certainly recommend in
places like those above-mentioned, if the local dialect is indeed
Hindi, or where there is a real demand for it. In the same way,
Punjabi in the Gurmukhi character (for in the Nagari alphabet it is
a mere subterfuge for introducing Hindi) should -be made the princi-
pal medium of primary instruction among the Sikh agricultural
population. It seems to me, however, that this question also will
adjust itself, once the principle of educational self-government is
allowed our play. At present, the advocates alike of Urdu, Hindi,
and Punjabi speak.en behalf of a-people which has not itself been
fully consulted. To attach teachers of Hindi and Panjabi to schools
where Urdu is the medium of instruction, or teachers of Urdu where
Hindi is that medium or of Hindi and Urdu where Punjabi is that
medium, would not ‘be an expensive measure, wherever popular
requirements would demand such additional or optional instruction.
At the same time, whilst there can be no doubt as -to what is meant
by Urdu, it is not so easy to define what is referred to as Hindi.
As a rule, where Hindus in the Panjab ask for Hindi, they mean
Sanskrit. Several of their religious books are even transcribed
into the Persian character, Lande, almost a short-hand of Nagari,
from which Gurmukhi seems to have developed, is, with certain
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Pandit Amar Nath is of opinion that Hindi and Urdu are two
names for the same thing, subject to the difference that Hindi is
written in Deva Nagari characters, and Urdu in Persian characters,
and chat in the former the local dialect is mixed with Sanskrit
and in the latter with Persian and Arabic words. Deduct from it
either the Sanskrit or the Persian Arabic, there would remain
nothing but the pure dialects of the country, viz., Hindi, in con-
tradistinction to Brij Bhasha used in Mathra and other surrounding
districts, This being so Hindi, if adopted as a medium of instruc-
tion in primary schools, would be a great boon and convenience,
but he would not make any language compulsory, but would make a
provision in every primary school for Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi, and
leave it to the option of the people to learn whichever they prefer.
It is highly pernicious to make Urdu a compulsory language ; he
fears that Urdu has not done so much good to the country as would
have been done if Hindi and Punjabi had been added.

Pandit Ishri Pershad is of opinion that a greater improvement
would be effected by adding the media of other vernaculars than by
using the medium of Urdu.

He is of opinion that as primary education in the strict sense of
the term is altogether unknown to the country, the question of
popularity does not# arise at all.

Dr. Leitner, the President of the Anjuman-e-Punjab, had also
expressed his views on the language question. According to him
the real vernacular of the Punjab was Punjabi. But he was of the
opinion that Urdu as the vernacular of his province was becoming
very popular. It was useful in seeking employment under the
government, being the ‘lingua franca’ of the province. About the
agitation in favour of Hindi, Dr. Leitner has framed his opinion as
such. “The leaders, however, of the Hindi movement, pursue
objects of the national unification of Hindus throughout India to
which the introduction of the ‘“Nagari character is to be a step.”
Dr. Leitner has mentioned a plan to solve the language problem. “It
seems to me that the appointment in schools of Pandits to teach
Sanskrit and Hindi to Hindus, of Bhais to teach Gurmukhi to Sikhs
and of Maulvis to teach Arabic to Muhammadans would solve alike
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them parts from their sarced books, and for them, as far as their
profession is concerned, there is no use to teach their sons Urdu.
But this grievance is not confined to Brahmans or Bhais, but the
Mullas feel the same want, which can only be met by the introduc-
tion of religious education in the Government schools in the manner
suggested by the Anjuman-i-Punjab.

‘““Besides this, if there be any real wish on the part of the people
to learn their local dialects, there is no reason why a teacher of
that dialect should not be added to every school, and why the people
should not be allowed to learn their local dialects along with Urdu,
as stated by Sir Charles Aitchsion in his answer to the memorial of
the Siri Guru Singh Sabha.””

Dr. Syad Amir Shah agrees in the opinion of Pirzada Muhammad
Husain.

Bhai Gurmukh Singh is of opinion that the language in which
instruction is given in the Punjab is not the mother-tongue of the
people. Urdu came to the country along with the British Govern-
ment. Before that Persian was the language of the Sikh courts. The
British Government substituted Urdu for Persian, which was already
used in the country and was much easier than the Urdu (Persian ?)
Urdu has not been so beneficial as was expected. Only those people
learnt it who desired to have Government employments, but such
people are, comparatively speaking, very few.

The rest, viz., shopkeepers, artizans, cultivators, Pandits, Bhalis,
Kazis, etc., transact their business in the Punjabi language or in the
language of their sacred books. _

The shopkeeprs use the Punjabi language in the Lunde charac-
ters ; many Hindus, Sikhs, Muhammadans, and. many others, use the
Gurmukhi characters : the Pandits use the Sanskrit characters;
Mubammadans use the Persian characters. That the Urdu has not
proved a beneficial medium of instruction is evident from the fact
that in 25 years the proportion of the educated is too small when
the whole population of the Punjab is taken into calculation. Had
the mother-tongue of the country been adopted as the medium of
public instruction, almost the whole population would have been
benefited.
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It is not easy to answer the first part of the question in a few
words, because it is necessary before giving any answer to ascetain
the meaning of the word ‘Vernacular.” If we mean by it any one
language which is spoken in every part of the province, there is no
such vernacular in the Punjab. Besides the local dialects, there are
four or five different languages spoken in the Punjab. They are
Urdu, Punjabi, Multani, Pushtu, and Pahari.

“In the divisions of Delhi and Hissar and the district of
Umballa, the vernacular of the people is Urdn, though in the rural
parts of the country far from the towns, the seats of courts, etc.,
the inhabitants of the villages speak several wuncouth and un-
cultivated forms of Urdu, which is sometimes called Ganwari Urdu
or Hindi (not the classical Hindi, the language of Tulsi Das, etc.,
which was the language of this part of the country 500 years ago
and is not spoken ahywhere now).

“In the remaining parts of the Punjab, Urdu is spoken along
with Punjabi, Multani, and Pushtu in their respective parts in the
towns, and is fairly understood even in the villages, because it is the
court language of the country, though it is spoken very seldom there.
Thus in the absence of any one vernacular for the whole province, its
place is naturally occupied by a language which, though not spoken
all over the country, is understoud tolerably well.

“The recognition of Urdu as the vernacular of the province has
produced more beneficial effect both in civilising the province and
in spreading education within such a comparatively short time than
that of any other provincial dialect would have done.

“Its usefulness and popularity are unquestionable, because, if
we take into consideration the poverty of the agricultural class, who
cannot support and spare their sons for achools, the number of the
students in the schools is not very unsatisfactory, and besides this
no Punjabi, Multani, or Pushtu school have been established by
private enterprise in order to show the supposed popular dislike to
the recognised vernacular.

“There are indeed some classes of the people, such as PBrahmans
and Bhais, whose profession is to assist the Hindus and the Sikhs in
the performance of their religious ceremonies, and to explain to
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province is not the dialect of the people, and on this account
the schools are neither popular nor useful. The classes who
do not like the vernacular recognised and taught at present in the
schools are as follows :—

Pandits, Brahmans, and Khatris. —These like Sanskrit, and Hindi
in Deva Nagari characters.

Sikhs.—These people like Punjabi in Gurmukhi characters. The
people who like the Urdu dialect in Persian characters are
only those who seek employment in courts and offices,
whether private or public, in which business is transacted
in the Persian characters ; that is to say, the Amla people,
the higher classes of officials, and the Muhammadans.

The above is the opinion of Baboo Novina Chandra Rai, Pandit

Guru Purshad, and Pandit Bhagwan Dass.

Dr. Rahim Khan is of opinion that in the Punjab schools, besides
the English language, the Urdu dialect is used generally ; although -
Urdu is not the dialect of the country, still it is not on that account
detrimental to the number of pupils; no complaints against Urdu
have ever been ‘heard from the public at large, but only from a few
who are prejudiced against Urdu from a religious point of view, and
are desirous of introducing Hindi dialect,” which is just as much
foreign to the country as Urdu. In any part of the Punjab proper
no one understands Hindi, except a few Brahmans. If instructions
in primary schools were given in Punjabi, that certainly would be a
great improvement, and Urdu might reasonably be discarded. But
the Punjabi dialect is not so rich that books on advanced subjects
can be translated into it without the aid of Persian and Arabic—vide
the Director’s annual report. '

Abu Syad Muhammad Husain is of opinion that no doubt Urdu
is not the general language of the Punjab, but at the same time it is
not generally unpopular. Those who desire to obtain Government
employment, or to acquire middle or high education, like Urdu.
All the rest like Punjabi in their every-day dealings, but in the
Persian characters.

The opinion of Maulvi Pirzada Muahammad Husain is as
follows :—
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(aided or indigenous), and after the primary instruction take their
children away, with great hopes of their future success and aid to
the prosperity of the family ; but, also, what do they find? They
find those children equally unfit to reap the harvest of either their
own education or of their forefathers’ professions. This has almost
always happened, and has caused great grievances in the above
class.

After the above statement, I am very sorry to be obliged to
remark that the present system of primary instruction is by no
means profitable for this country, and that it ought to be altered in
the following manner.

The primary instruction must only be given in one language,
being the language of the place commonly spoken or understood by
all classes. After these children can read and write the language
which they speak, they ought to be taught in books which contain
a general and practical knowledge of their fathers’ and forefathers’
professions. Such books are numerous, and can easily be had in all
the European and American civilised countries, and can be trans-
lated into the language in which those children receive their
primary instruction. This will give a great help to all classes, and
produee a great desire for education to this country.

The language which may be a medium of primary instruction
in this part of the ountry is only Urdu, and no other.

I further suggest on the subject of education that every class
should be taught, after receiving a primary instruction in their own
language, according to the professions of their forefathers. This will
restore every class to its original occupation ; and there by there is
doubt the present poverty and general discontent shall disappear .2

The prominent members of the Anjuman-e-Punjab had expressed
their opinion on the language question. Among these members
were Babu Nobeen Chandr, Pandit Guru Purshad, Pandit Bhagwan

Dass, Dr. Rahim Khan, Syed Mohammad Hussain, Pirzada
Mohammad Hussain, Dr. Syed Amir Shah, Pandit Amar Nath, and

Pandit Isheri Pershad. This part of the report is being reproduced
below. :

The vernacular recognised and tavght in the schools of our
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