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“It was onlyin the field of poetical expression that the pre-
Islamic Arabian excelled. Herein his finest talents found a field.
The Bedouin’s love for poetry was his one cultural asset.’’?
sy SeN) A
‘‘Arabic literature like most literatures, sprang into existence with
an outburst of poetry, but unlike many others, its poetry seem to
have issued forth full-grown. The oldest pieces of poetry extant seem
to have been composed some-one hundred and thirty years before
the Hijrah in connection with the war of al-Basus, but their odes,
with their rigid conventions, presuppose a long-period of develop-
ment in the cultivation of the Art of expression and innate capacities
of the language. The poets of the middle part of the sixth century
have never been surpassed.’’®
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2. Philip K. Hitti-History of the Arabs (London, Macmillan,

1956) p. 92.
3. Ibid. p. 92.
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