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“Mention may here be made of a littie-known poet called
Qanii, who fled from his native town of Tus in Khurasan
before the terrible Mongol invasion, escaped to India and
thence made his way westwards by Aden, Mecca, Medina,
and Baghdad to Asia Minor, where he attached himself to
the court of the Seljuq rulers of Qonya, for whom he composed
an immense versified history of the dynasty on the model of
the Shaknama and a metrical rendering of the celebrated
book of Kalila and Damna of which a manuscript (ADD 7766)
belonging to the British Museum is described by Rieu, from
whom these particulars are taken. In virtue of these and
other poetical productions, of which he boasted that they

filled thirty volumes and amounted to 3,060,600 “Bayts’, he
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received the title of ¢Malikush Shuara”, and he lived long
enough to compose an elegy on the death of the great
Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, who died, as already mentioned, in
672/1273.”
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“A metrical version of the book was given by Ahmad bin
Mahmud al-Tusi Kanii, a contemporary of Jalal al-Din Rumi
at Konya, whither he had fled before the Mongols from his
native city of Tos, for Sultan Izz al-Din Kaikaus (643-662—
1244-1263), probably based on Nasr Allah’s translation, which,

however, he nowhere mentions.”’
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“Qanii writes with a rare simplicity of style and his method

»

of treatment is on the side of discoursiveness.’
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2. E. D. Ross : An Arabic and a Persian Metrical Version of
. Burzoe’s Autobiography from ‘“Kalila and Dimna”, B.S5.0.C., 1926,
pp. 455-472.
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4. Rieu : Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts at British Museum

Vol. 11, p. 582.
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