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“The “Semetic Languages’ so named in 1781 by the German
Historian A. L. Schldzer because most of the people who spoke
them were descended from Shem or Sem (Gen. x-Xi}, were
spoken in Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine, from
which they spread begining with the first millenium B. C., into
Ethiopia and later into Egypt and northern Africa.’”?
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2. Encyclopedia Britanica, V. 20, p. 208 (Semetic Languages)
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“With the decipherment of the cuneiform writing in the

middle of the nineteenth century and the comparative study
of the Assyre-Babylonian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic and
Ethiopic tongues, it was found that those languages have
striking points of similarity and were, therefore cognates'.1
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“The Semetic Languages go back to Proto-Semetic Language
the general structure of which can be derived from the histori-
cally attested features of the various Semetic Languages.
In all probability Proto-Semetic was at no time a unified
language, but had dialectical variants.’’?
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1. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 9
2. Encyclopedia Britanica, V. 20, p. 208
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“Whether the original homeland of the undivided Semitic race
was some part of Asia (Arabia, Armenia, or the district of the
lower Euphrates, or whether, according to a view which has
lately found favour, the Semites crossed into Asia from Africa
is still uncertain,”2
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““Where was the original home land of this people ? Different
hypothesis have been worked out by various scholars. There
are those who considering the broad ethmic relationship
between Semities and Hemites, hold that eastern Africa was
the original homeland, others influenced by the Uld Testment
tradition, maintain that Mesopotamia provided the first
abode, but the arguments in favour of the Arabian Peninsula

considered in its cumulative effect, seen most plausible,’’?
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2. Nicholson, R.A.,, A Literary History of the Arabs, p. xv ;
Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 10.
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“The Mesopotamian theory is vitiated by the fact that it

assumes passage of people from an agricultural stage of
development on the banks of a river to nomadic stage, which

is reverse of the socialogical law in the historical times.
The African theory raises more questions than it answers.’”!
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1. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 10. .
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“The ancient languages of South-western Asia, of which Arabic
is the youngest and, except for some small remnants and the
modern revival of Hebrew, the only living representative,
from a well-defined and independent family, known as the
Semitic language-group. They are all closely interrelated and
present such remarkable affinities in vocabulary and stricture
that they evidently posses a common origin.’’1
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**Arabic Language, one of the Semitic-languages (q.v} is spoken
(1960 s) by 100,000,000 people in a large area including the
Arabian-Peninsula, the Fertile Crescent and North Africa.
In addition, as the language of the Koran and prayers of Islam
it is important as a religious language throughout the Muslim
World, and it has served as the vehicle of a vast literature
(see Arabic Literature) extending from before the time of
Mohammad up to the present day. It is customarily written
in its own distinctive alphabet (q. v) which has also spread
with Islam and is used for writing several other languages of

the Islamic World., Thus in terms of the number of speakers
and extent of its influence, Arabic is by for the most important

1. Gibb, H.A.R., Arabic Literature, p. 6
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Semitic language today and must be regarded as one of the
important world-languages.’’!
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1. Encyclopedia Britanica, 1/182 (Arabic lahguagc)
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8. Gibb, H.A.R : Arabic Literature, London : Oxford Press, 1963
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