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Democracy rests on a belief in the fundamer:al dignity and

importance of the individual , in the essential equality of

human beings, and in the need for freedom.(1)
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When people claim that their country is a democracy We
understand them to say that, as for as is humanly possible, all

the adult citizens have an equal opportunity to exercise
political power.(2)
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Freedom is difficult to discuss .... Perhaps the best way of
giving shape to freedom is by ‘distinguishing it from

"Unfreedom'.(4)
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In this sense, freedom is a zero- sum game: When one person,
an employer, gains more freedom, someone else, an
employee, loses it.(5)
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Equality of opportunity points towards an inegalititarian
ideal....(6) *
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Equality is a highly complex concept, there being as many
forms of equality as there are ways of comparing the
condition of human existence.(7)
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Abstract concepts have overlapping boundories and are

sometimes ambiguous and reiatively indeterminate.(8)
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...since advocates of that particular doctrine suppress, or , at
least, fail to notice, the hidden 'unfreedoms' which are

associated with it.(9
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By the twenticth century, the dectine of religious belicf had

led to the secularisation of natural right theories , which were
reboin in the torm of 'human' rights(12)
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Human rights are rights to which people are entitled by
virtue of being human.They are therefore,'Universal' rights
in the sense that they belong to all human beings.... Human
rights are also fundamental® rights in that they are
inalicnable, they ean not be traded away or revoked.{13)
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Our nature is inevitably socialand so, “poltitcal animal "
defines us as we are and must be (15)
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