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Abstract:

With the arrival, in 18" century, of the British Imperialists in
the subcontinent, Arabic Language, a symbol of the glorious
past of the Muslims, had to face a new challenge of survival.
Undoubtedly, this language had the honour of being an Official
Language of the land for over 400 years of the Arab rule (712-
1025 A.D.) as well as a sole intellectual-cum- literary tool of
expression of the Muslims in later centuries. But with the
advent of British Imperialism, Arabic Language had to take a
"defensive approach” as English Language started gaining a
foothold in the subcontinent. This is the central theme of this
research paper. We have reviewed various challenges faced by
Arabic vis-a-vis English in its struggle to survive and sustain in
a seemingly unfriendly atmosphere. Analyzing the status of
Arabic in educational institutions of both public and private
sectors, we also have endeavored to shed some light on the
contributions of the scholars, British as well as native, to the
Arabic literature.
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“1 have traveled across the length and breadth of India and I
have not seen one person who is a beggar, who is a thief. Such
wealth I have seen in this country, such high moral values,
people of such caliber, that I do not think we would ever
conquer this country, unless we break the very backbone of this
nation, which is her spiritual and cultural heritage, and,
therefore, 1 propose that we replace her old and ancient
education system, her culture, for if the Indians think that all
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that is foreign and English is good and greater than their own,
they will lose their self-esteem, their native culture and they
will become what we want them, a truly dominated nation.”
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“East India Company also contributed a great deal to the cause
of Muslim learning in India by the establishment of the famous
madrasa at Calcutta.”'® -
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®  “ agingle shelf of a good European library was worth the whole native

literature of India and Ambia”20
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“During the last three years, about sixty thousand rupees have

been expended in this manner. The sale of Arabic and Sanskrit

books, during those three years, has not yielded quite one

thousand rupees. In the mean time, the School-book Society is

selling seven or eight thousand English volumes every year, and

not only pays the expenses of the printing, but realizes a profit of
20 per cent on its outlay.”
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..... we are free to employ our funds as we choose; that we
ought to employ them in teaching what is best worth knowing;
that English is better worth knowing than Sanskrit or Arabic;
that the natives are desirous to be taught English, and are not
desirous to be taught Sanskrit or Arabic; that neither as the
language of law, nor as the languages of religions, have the
Sanskrit and Arabic any peculiar claim to our engagement; that
it is possible to make natives of this country thoroughly good
English scholars, and that to this end our efforts ought to be
directed. In one point I fully agree with the gentlemen to whose
general views I am opposed. I feel with them, that it is
impossible for us, with our limited means, to attempt to educate
the body of the people. We must at present do our best to form
a class who may be interpreters between us and the millions
whom we govern; a class of persons, Indian in blood and
colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in
intellect. To that class we may leave it to refine the vernacular
dialects of the country, to enrich those dialects with terms of
science borrowed from the western nomenclature, and to render
them by degrees vehicles for conveying knowledge to the great
mass of the population.22
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