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Abstract:

Jammu Kashmir State is situated on the extreme north of
Indo-Pakistan subcontinent with an area of 84, 471 square miles and
it is surrounded by India, Pakistan, China and Afghanistan. It
remained homes of different races. It has a long chain of its history
traceable as far back as 4000 years B.C. Twenty-one dynasties of
Hindus, Buddhists had ruled Kashmir tll 14th century A.D. Then
Muslims ruled over the State for 480 years. The Sikhs conquered the
State in 1819 and made it a colony of theirs. The 27 years of Sikh
rule followed by the 100 years of Dogra rule (1846A.D-1947A.D)
were a period considered to be the biggest calamity ever to befall the
people of Kashmir.
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Jammu and Kashmir is the home of various races and
sects whose history goes back thousand of years. Many
are the strange and interesting customs and social usages
prevailing among them and the detailed account of their
history would fill a vacume.(2)

ulgﬁfl:(;&:dbé.n)ﬁufff‘a tyr (‘fl,,c—,é‘_m@ém
SIS AL e i e OIS T S
SV P $UL P o Te JEL e ji ez e P\
:u_?’Z,/(f:c/_/j(.?l/JZwngﬁJal:
Kashmir was originally inhabited by Nagas (™)
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In the 6th and 7th centuries, Kashmir was visited by
some of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrims to India. Hs uan
Tsang spent two years (631-633) in Kashmir. He entered
by Baramula and left by the Pir Panjal pass. In the

following century, the kings of Kashmir appear to have
paid homage and tribute to China.(8)
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After his death, the history of Kashmir sinks into a long
tale of court intrigue with one weak king succeeding
another, untill the centuries of Hindu rule came to an end
in 1323, when Renchan Shah, a Tibetan by birth and

adventurer at the court, raised a successful rebellion and
usurped the throne.(9)
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Bulbul Shah is stated to have visited Kashmir first in the
time of Raja Sahadeva, the predecessor of Renchan.(10)
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Sultan Sadar-ud-Din died in 1322 A.D leaving behind
him his widow and a son Haider. Now a significant
event occured in the history of Kashmir. Kota Rani did
not allow Haider to be proclaimed the successor to
Sadar-ud-Din. She married Udyanadeva and made him

the King. Thus Islam suffered a reverse and the Hindus
regained the sovereignty over Kashmir.(12)
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In the time of Dewan Moti Ram (The Sikh Governer),
the Jamia Masjid of Srinagar was closed to public
prayers. Cow slaughter prevalent for centuries, was
declared a crime punishable by death and Muslims were
actually hanged, dragged through the city of Srinagar
and even burnt alive for having slain cattle.(20)
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Dogra rule lasted almost one hundred years in

Kashmir. During one century, atrocities were put

on Kashmiris.(22)
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A number of positive reforms were also introduced in
Jammu and Kashmir (during dogra period) which kept

the State on the way of progress and development.(23)
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