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Abstract:

Syed Ali Hamdani is one of the most revered Muslim
Sufies, who played such an important role in founding and
popularising Islamization in Kashmir. Islam became the religion
of the masses more by the efforts of Mir Syed Ali Hamdani who
had gone about his preaching work in what may be called a
scientific way. His influence spread far and wide on account of
his deep scholarship and spiritual attainsments and even more
because of his simultaneous attention to enlightment and
material well being of people.

FL IS et L aw i Bl Fae 2
/,uzé?tug(ug,dwyw:yﬁwuy Ui - s AL Yl
@;(/L/fyfr‘Kulz,(-QJf&‘ZLSQLJMﬁ,JZDA.:«LD@/t'c.:/‘(
/Wi:iamd‘g(ovg‘Jz/bfﬁiﬁﬁl./ff/rjﬁu’t}-c"_ C'JC.;fL/d‘/.
Sadirdi Use m$inePbu i fol gy d iy
SN U $o S s " Sy Wit Ul £ i3 Sz S
y/wuf;(ﬁufuf.élg.‘dﬁﬁ é‘;y/gjl;fuc.r)‘ufvd&@/ﬂdﬁw
cr S AL B $ar $9y e G0 F 6
/MU:&i{ylﬁtcakﬁ.‘ﬁ:’f‘r@Jl{'f w

© rasailojaraid.com




© rasailojaraid.com

i Sz antrne Gl o

,,f,?;J S J’ucévqﬂliw Urt -%_u,xiﬂng__?,r ”
Jl_%JLﬂéVc,JgHiLurLZ;TIHGJL«'»/L-QJ/J&E?.J/_EFLK:,&;}
Febeitg IFE LSy L i Ll &%/.,nﬁ;(, Tl
[}lmJGT»f[@m&gﬂé&f};ugéqﬂ&’"ﬁ(nfgﬂ/,éJ’u
AT CAL S S oz i§ g LE st oS Sy Eat?
uﬁyﬁdJulJoleum!_afjuﬁu@Jf;fﬁffuﬁ‘:xﬁd/
FAL L1 st Pl Sz § B Poikss f o
CREFL Loy s L st KA SIS 2

Ay

We o T U I8 St i S35 5 Qi S’
UinL el e NI e T Lo o TG e 1
Aodd e LTS A aB e aS Kb 1e  2
Lo npittSem YA Tnlas S Iof e 575
e Al Jg.ﬁdv,g(r')“c‘_/d}‘/‘u: G5l b
FgIF EANE p Stk st s Seoslts a2t i S a2
Sdorepie FLOse N LD b EUNL 5o
J)’-L)QJ(EK.L_/(J?’ ofk/fb; (PEY=V! Z:J/m{-i.fuf s
-v.u;’ﬂﬁ@FdwaVLa{-ﬂ'J@?LA)’JJW'LGMJ‘Kc«/”’
IS

" The young sayyid toured far and wide for twenty
years and during these travels came across great saints
of high spiritual repute and was benefitted by their
spiritual experiences. Observation and assessment of
the Socio-Culture- Politicle situations of the
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Countries he visited furnished him vast experience in
wordly affairs too. He returned to his native land with
a treasure of Sprituality, Quranic knowledge and
worldly experience" (4)
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"That Saiyid Ali Hamedani travelled through the then
inhabited world thrice in his life time. The purpose of his
visit was to know the etiquettes,customs and manners of the
people living in these places. He says:
"I travelled thrice from the West to the East and observed
many wonderful events and things in the sea and land.
Whenever I reached to a city or an inhabitat, I observed that
the customs and habits of that place are altogether different
from that of the other place. " Abu Muhammad Hajj
Muhiuddin has indicated that this travelling was taken in this
manner: In the first instance, he went from one city to

another, second time from one village to another and third

time from one House-hold to another. He met the ascetics,
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Qutbs, and others during this travelling. Nooruddin
Badakhshi writes: During his travel he went to Muzdaq and
Khatlan, Balk, Badakhshan, Syria, Baghdad, Hijaz, Rome,
Mawara-un-Nahar and Sarandeep (Lanka)". (6)
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"Evedence favours the view t.hat Mir .Sayid Ali Ham;iani
}ravelled thrice the inhabited (known) Quarter of the earth
(Rub,a Maskan). He went on long Journeys and mostly

resided in mosques avoiding the influential and powerful.

He drew immense benefit during his external tours ". (7)
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"Mir Sayyid Ali Hamdani (RA) Chalked out a calculated
and disciplined programme of spreading the word of
Allah in the length and breadth of the Valley. He charged
his seven hundred learned and trained companions with
the duty of carrying on the message of peace, love,
brotherhood and equality of Islam. The saints dispersed in
diffrent areas of the valley and acquainted the common

masses with the eternal teachings of Islam" (11)
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"In account of the hostile attitude of timer that the great
saint had to leave for Kashmir.

He was accompanied by 700 disciples, all Sayyids,
when he left for Kashmir in 1372 A.C during the reign of
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Sultan Shihab-ud-din." (12)

" Syed Ali Hamadani had selected a highly worthy team
for his mission. Besides 'Ulama' were included in his team
artisans, craftsmen and other technical hands w.ho

alongwith religious merit brought economic prosperity to
Kashmir."(13)
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" Historians are unanimous that Saiyid Ali Hamadani's

mission was by and large peaceful. He did not use sword
or power for the spread of Islam. Alongwith his capable
associates he adopted all the peaceful measures to spread
the message of Islam." (14)

Great Historian Kalhana wrote in 1149 A.C

" Such is Kashmir, the Country which may be
conquered by the power of moral excellence, but not by

armed force." (15)
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" His contribution to Kashmir where he converted

enmasse the Hindus and even the Buddhists to Islamic

faith, this was Syed Ali Hamdani's greatest victory during

his struggle for the supremacy of Islam. He also

inaugurated for the collective welfare of the Kashmiri

community a tested system of administration which

guaranted it a life in which the sipirit and the matter were

blended in a balanced realistic and a just manner. " (16)
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"It is said that saiyid Ali Hamdani brought a large

group of 700 people with him to Kashmir. However they

did not become a burden on Kashmir, because they

brought with them Iranian arts & Crafts and made them

well-established in Kashmir. Several Industries of

Hamedan became well introduced in Kashmir." (18)
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" The Shawl Industry in the Kashmir may be said to be as
old as the hills. It is stated to have flourished in the days
Kaurvas and Pandvas. It was in a prosperous condition in the
days of the Roman empire, when Kashmiri shawls were
worn by the proudest beauties at the court of the Caesars. In
Ashoka's time we find that the shawl is mentioned in
Buddhistic works as the Kashmiri shaw!l. But in the course of
time it had its death". He further says that " It was through
the efforts of the great saint, Shah Hamdan that the shawl, as
we know it, was re-born in Kashmir in the latter part of the

fourteenth century and the shawl Industry tooke a new base
of life".(20)
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" The most outstanding feature of the contibution of
Syed Ali Hamdani was that he paved the way for
reorganising industry in Kashmir on the basis of Central
Asian Karkhana system. The Sayyid played a vital role in
restructuring the Kashmiri society along new economic

lines under the influence of Islam." (22)
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" Syed Ali not only changed the religion of the vast
majority of Kashmiris but also gave a new shape to the
cultural pattern of Kashmir. Kashmir was directly linked
with the vital sources of Islamic culture in central Asia
and people in the centuries to follow continued to go out

for higher education and trade not only to India but to

Khurasan, samarkaud, Bukhara, Kabul, Harat etc". (24)
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"Of all the Sufies, preachers and missionaries, who

entered Kashmir Saiyid Ali Hamadani proved to be the
most successful. His missionary zeal led to total change in
the demography of Kashmir. In fact, he headed an ideal
team whose work revolutionised not only religious and
social outlook of the masses but even transformed the
shattered economy of Kashmir into a prosperous and

vigorous economy."(26)
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Shah-i-Hamdan, Mir Sayid Ali Hamdani- Hamidulla Marazi-
Kanishaka Publishers- New Dehli, India
Life Mission and Achievements of Syed Ali Hamdani Dr.
Muhammad Anwar Khan - p 49, Institute of Kashmir Studies
AJK University, Muzafrabad.
Ibid
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Life Mission and Achievements of Syed Ali Hamdani Dr.
Muhammad Anwar Khan - Institute of Kashmir Studies AJK
University, Muzafrabad.
Syed Ali Hamdani, His religion & Politicle Thoughts.
Saiyid AlilHamdani and Kubraviya Sofi order in Kashmir
Ibid
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