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“Josephus asserls that, Canaan. ihe 4th son of Har, settled this
country and gave it his own name The border of the Canaanites
was from sidon unts Gaza, and Gororrah, and Admah, and Zeboin,
even unte Lasha. They wers the first setters atrer the Defuge.
These wha suttied in Palestine muttiplied rap ic"\ aiod soon become
wealthy. pawerlul and extremely corrupt. The difinrent sons of the
Canaanites were the Hittites. Girgashiftes. Amontu.,. Canaanites
Perizzites. Hivites and Jebusites - seven greater and mightier nations
than the Hebrews. " (The Land & The Book- p. 162)
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The o!d Shekh of the Herem treated us with greal respect

hoawirg esory thing about the Mosque (of Omar) without reserve.
Ve entared by g small rude door near the north-west corner of the
res and walked in one ordinary shoes to the raised Stoa upon
vhich the Mosque of Omar stands. Here we put on red morocce
hoes {purchased for the purpose) and kept them on until we eft
ha Mosqe of El-Agsa. ‘

The fust thing that struck me within the enciosure of the Harem
vas its great size. 1t is about 35 acres. It is about 15600ft. on the
ast side, 1600 it 1in the West, 1000 1. on the Noarth and 900ft. on
he South end. | noticed that the rock on the Narth west corner
ad been cut away. leaving a perpendicular face in snme parts at
past 20 it high,

I'he surface is not a perfect level, but declines southward from the
Aosave of Omay 1o Ei-Aasa, and on the East side there is quite a
fepression at the Golden Gate.

The Space taken up by the Mosque of Omar is much farger than
vas that of the Temple.
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“The greatest curiosity is certainly the inmense stone from swhich
the name Es-Sakhrah (the Rock) is derived. itis a mass of native
rock, the sole remnant of the top of the ridge of Mariah, some 60 ft.
Long - 55 ft. wide and 10 or 12 ft. high on the Jower side. Al
the rest of the ridge was cut away when levelling off the platform
for the Temple and its courts.  The Sakhra may well mark the exact
spot of the altar of sacrnilice. On the South-cast end there is a
well or shatt below. und the Sheikh of the Harem told me that this
Shaft termunated in a honizontal nassage leadmg southward from
some place turther back under the editice and that waier descen-
ded along it. May not the blood and the ashes from the altar have
originally been cast into this pit  and thence washed down in the
valley of the Kidron quite beyond the precincts of the tioly bhouse?
(The Land & The Book)
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