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It was perhaps in view of this that Abu Hanifah, who
had a keen insight into the universal character of Islam,
made practically no use of these traditions. The fact
that he introduced the principle of Istihsan, i.e. juristic
preference, which necessitates a careful study of actual
conditions in legal thinking, throws further light on the
motives which determined his attitude towards this
(16)source of Muhammadan Law.
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