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EARLY MARRIAGES, CHILD ABUSE
Muhammad ShakilAuj”

Abstract: Nikah is a social contract between two persons who are mature and
rational and accept each other with their full consent. But it is an irony that in
our society it is a social contract which can be settled for two mature and rational
persons by a third person also and more interesting thing is that those for whom
this contract is made sometimes does not even know because of their young age
and immaturity that their elders have decided for their future life with their own
powers and now nothing else could be done than to accept their decision without
questioning.

In the rural areas of Pakistan especially Sindh, Punjab and Baluchistan these types
of Nikkahs are very frequent. Probably for this reason when their man grow up
and step into practical life then they marry once more with their own choice and
hence leave their first wives as a useless person, while in order to compensate this
attitude they make them partner in their moveable and immoveable property. Tn
this way both wives become the victims of the man’s cruelty.

In this regard Islamic teaching is that we should stop such kinds of Nikah. Because
the age of Nikah starts alter adolescence and this adolescence is physical as well as
mental. Until both kinds of adolescence are not happened, this kind of relation
should not be established (Exceptions are however not included m this general
rule).

According to the Quran Nikah is conditional to puberty.
(V) £ 154k 15 S Arday
*And take care of the Orphans, until they reach (the age of) Nikah.’

In this verse, the word “Nikkah’ is used instead of ‘Puberty’which shows
that Nikkah presupposes puberty. Hence early marriages do not seem to be
appropriate according to the Quran.

According to the Imam -e- Aazam Abu Hanifa , the age of puberty of a boy
is 18 while that of a girl is 17 and 15 according to imam Shafai.(2)

Here it must be noted that only physical puberty is not enough for marriage
but mental maturity is also necessary, as is mentioned with.

* Dean, Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of Karachi, Pakistan
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YKirpalvi, Talib Hussain, Masa’lahTabrife Qur'an (Lahore: Ja'friya Dar al-Tabligh,
N.D.), 455, the book persist of 32 logical arguments, 232 Qur’anic verses, 85
Ahadith of Ma‘sumin, 75 assertions of religious scholars and 2520 references,
through which it is proved that Qur’an is absolutely beyond any addition or
omission to Shiites of ‘Ali.
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' AlKhet, Abu al-Qasim Musa,MuamRijal al-Hadithwalafil 1abagatal-Ruwar
(Lebanon: Second edition,N.D.), 2: 284.

BALKhanizi, Ab@i alTlassan ‘AliMahdl, Al-Da‘wabal-Ilamiyya lla WabdarAhbl al-
Sunnabwal-Imamiyya (NP: Tubi‘a ‘ala Nafgat min davi al-sha‘tr min Ahali al-
Qarif, ND), 2: 72.

' Tt should be noticed that in the beginning of this book some Orientalistic
praising words have also been penned down, see MuhammadJawadMughanniyah,
Al-Shiab fi al-Mizan (Beirut: Daral-Shurtug,N.D. ), 314-315, and for more detail;
MuhammadHussainKashifal-Ghita, As! al-ShiabwaUsalibam(Beirtt: Daral-Tujjar
li-Sahibha, Adib ‘Arifal-Zin, 1960), 22-27.

YSyed AmirMuhammadalKazmi al-Qizwini, Allslamwal-Alast (NP: first edition,
year of publishing and publisher not cited), 80.

¥ 1bid,, p. 11
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Sunnabwal-Imamiyya (NP: Tubi‘a ‘ala Nafgat min davi al-shu‘ur min Ahali al-
Qatif, N.D.), 2: 73.
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The reports asserting the meaning of textual corruption in Shia
literature are in a definite number and all are proved to be Shaz,
Sagitand unreliable. No one amongst us hold the beliet over it. At
the same time, the availability of such narrations in our authentic
books doesn’t mean that the possibility of Shaz reports is rejected.

It is now cleared with the above mentioned references that except few
unreliable individuals, no one is having belief of any deletion or addition in
the Qur’anic text. So, it is absolutely an erroneous methodology to take a
partial view and neglect the whole original image which is a common belief
of majority of $hia school of thought.

Notes and Refrences
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*Abit ‘Ali al-Tabrasi , TafsirNajmal-Bayan (Iran: 1284 A.H.), 1: 5. See also:
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Dar lhya al- Turath al-Arabi, ND), 1: 3.
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charges in a very intensive manner as Syed AmirMuhammadal-Kazmi al-
Qizwini has uttered his answer while addressing MahmudShakri Alust
Baghdadi and criticizing his book titled “Al-Minbatal-llahiyyah” in the
following statement.
Lty cadspmen ol o0 I OgaSon o danddl Wilie o eld dails OT A Caypon Jodll LI
N egmde e Bysall bl O (oIS g0 by e dTUS Ogllrult Gl ool
w”ﬁ.ﬂb O’«"’d‘ ‘3 s u%_}’uﬂ'l
“The attribution of addition and deletion in the text of the Qur’an is
not from the Shiites belief. Rather, Shiz scholars declare off track to
those who think so. This allegation has been charged on us by Dajjal
like Almsi.”
Al-Qizwini clears the genuine position of Shi'ites belief of Qur’an in the
following way.

crb el s e A A5 Sl g el Sl padt gemgall o SUH OT AN Y O gukingy”
M ad by oy S aa ki (I
“Shia hold the belief that the present QQur’an available in the hands
of Muslims is identical to which Allah Almighty revealed to Holy

Prophet Muhammad (SAW). Not even single letter has omitted nor
exceeded.”

In the same context great Shia Aalim, Sheikh Mufid (d. 413 A. H.) writes in
his book “al-Mesael al-Surweya™ on page 78:

LS iae A Gl gy 35 g Al OIS dapan I E Cpe Bl s (o301
“Verily what is between the two covers of the Quran its whole
content is Allah’s words and revelation, there is nothing from the
words of mankind in it and its entirety is the revelation of Allah”

Similarly, Abu al-Hassan Mahdi al-Khanizi has expressed the majority of
Shia school of thought about all narrated reports regarding the manipulation
and proposed emendations in the text of the Qur'an. He writes:

oty ghBlaws LN Qlade ald b Y1 Ukes Baguas b LS jam B ade A1 L= Lty
JeRb ik Wdemro Ty gt o & foalt e plaartt plB &b L Qe 3l Sy e ST Lul
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some discourse on this issue in the introduction of his

commentary, ‘4la’  al-Rahman.’In  fact,Shaykb al-Nari  himself

has explicitly admitted his singularity concerning this opinion, as it

is not hidden to he who refers to his book.”
Sayyari, who wrote a horrifying book in support of Qur’anic distortion,
ImamKhui expressed his views regarding the reports of this book that all
narrations are Daif and its author’s belief totally wrong.™

ImamKhanizi has expressively negated the view of those people who
attributed distortion of Qur’an towards Shia school of the thought. He is of
opinion that Imamia (a Shia sect) regard the present Qur’an as an
immaculate, pure and preserved discourse of Allah. This view had remained

as a belief of Shia predecessors. Sheikh Saduq al-Qimmi Says:
e Ve ad Baly Y OTEN O Lalkst”

Muhammad]JawadMughnia writes that imamia do not believe any of the
distortion whether it relates to addition or deletion in Qur’an; because they
have a firm belief in preservation of Qur’an from any defect or error. It is
mostly blamed that /mamia is of view to have belief in corruption of
Qur’anic text, which is totally wrong notion against them. The earlier and
later scholars of Imamia have asserted vividly that Qur’an is not except the
present one in our hands. From earlier scholars he, mentions the references
of Shaikh Saduq, SayedMurtada and Tusi’s books whereas from later
scholars he takes notes of Shaikh Ja‘farNajfi’s “Kashf al-Ghada”, Syed
MubhsinBaghdadi’s “Sharab al-Wafiyah”, Sheikh ‘Ali al-Kurki who wrote an
article, in which he tried to prove that there has not been any addition in
the Qur’anic text and in addition to that he, gives the quotation of Shaikh
Jawad Al-Balaghi that there is no acceptance of such reports of manipulation
in the text of Qur’an. Shaikh Aminal-Balaghi stated in his books that there
are a very small number of $hia scholars who unfortunately have a theory of
Qur’anic distortion.

It has been clearly observed that since the last two centuries $hia scholars are
trying their best to confiscate themselves with these charged allegations. The
best example is “Fajral-Islam” in which dozens of objections have been
attributed against the Shiites belief, However, Muhammad HussainKashifal-
Ghita categorically rejects these attributions and disproves any relation of
Shia to such discarded notions.”® Some Shiz scholars have refuted these
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Qur’an has been subjected to changes, additions and substractions. The
correct position is with the religion of our scholars, which is opposed to

this, and is supported by al-Murtada.™

Abu Ja‘farMuhammad Bin ‘Al al-Hassan al-Tusi (d-461 A.H) describes
regarding accuracy of the Qur’anic text:

o SLadll Lty ety Jo meme a3 DL OV 4 gk ¥ Ld Slaby g3l b a0 Ly
5 S Dllyy gy ) e Lol o gl 1 g2y VS el Caalls oo Lyl pallalls
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“Any belief of addition or deletion in the text of the Qur’an is
against the Muslims faith. This is the true point of view and our

(Shia) belief is the same. However, the reports regarding the
alteration of Qur’an are not reliable.”

Some Shia scholars declared all such altered verses as abrogated verses™
which were thrown out of Masabif. Similarly, various other clarifications
have been stated by Shia scholars to refute the objection of manipulation in
the text of the Qur’an. For instance, they have put different interpretations
of the objection that the Qur’an of $hiz was consisting of 90 parts and 70
yards in length, "

“Fasl al-Khitab” is one of the most blazing books in presenting the narrations
concerning to the distortion of Qur’anic text. Javadal-Balaghi, criticizing on
its narrations that all the reporters of this book are unreliable, weak and
extremist (Ghali) in their sect. it has been proved through a number of
arguments that all the narration of “Fagl al-Khitab” are rejected (Mardiid) and
unreliable."* Al-Milani and ‘Al al-Fusaini also declare the view of al-Nuri in
‘Fasl’as his personal view:

Aidly 30 S Idols we o Sladly A o olastt Bath slode O casch ol & o 0l 83 Lo ush
Mo B ST jaa M) pidly Lod ks Ball 2pemms ftlly Sl gl s s A S
LS ol W b o3y bl ey B m s (69l Gt 81 b oo b 2NT 0 s Bndis B A
Tl gy o e s Y
“What we mentioned—that this is his personal opinion—is atfirmed
by the fact that his contemporary $hi'7 scholars, and those who
came after him, treated his book with refutation and criticism, such

as al-SayyidMuhammadHusayn al-Shahrastani, Shaykh Mahmad al-
‘IraqT and those other than them. And Shaykh al-Balaght (also) has
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“The earlier scholars have no consensus over all narrated reports
in al-Kafi by al-Kulaini.”

Status of Al-Kafv’s Narrations:

He presents a review of such reports and analysis of al-Kafi’s narration as
under:

~ =
b
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Shia critiques pursued the narrations of al-Kafi regarding the corruption of
Qur’anic text that is 300 in number. These 300 reports have been reported
thorough four channels or ways:

1. Abu ‘Abd Allah Al-Sayyart

Z, Younus bin Zibyan

3, Minkhal bin JamilAl-kafi

4, Muhammad bin Hassan Jahur.

All these narrators have been considered as 4l & ¢y g2ha, Shig scholars have
remarked about them as * uld "e'olgy Lo JS il Moilst Menaall plag
dLén ‘"ﬁ‘-}-‘ﬁ-“ (Jé d:n.;b” c"tT\h:\-Aj'l”S

Here we are presenting some quotations of well-known S$hia scholars which
remove the overall impression of the belief of Qur’an’s corruption

attributed to them. Abu JafarMuhammad bin ‘AliBabwaih Al-Qimmi
known Al-Saduq (d.381 A.H.) writes:

b gag cetldl o L 98 oy ade dil o damms 4 e b ) 30 o) OT,80 O Lalst”
1"‘_;51!}@ U3 e 2T Jos Lol Ll o g 3 e 28T ) Wl sl B
“The Qur’an is not more than collected in these two covers and

whoever attributed to us the belief of some additions in this
scripture, is liar.”

AlSayyid al-Murtada known as ‘Alam al-Huda (d.436 A.H.) followed this
view and the famous Shi‘iteQur’anic scholar Abu “Ali al-Tabrasi quoted
from him and said:

As regards additions (made in Qur’an) the multitude of people deny this;
and as regards the fact that something has been dropped (out of the Qur’an),
a party of our scholars and the people called a/-Hashwiya relate that the
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However, this is also an established fact that the view of distortion in the
Qur’anic text has only been reported and attributed to a small group of
Shiascholars. Some fundamental Shia books include such narrations in this
respect for instance al-Kulaini (d. 329 A.H.) has mentioned a report:

O damee ‘SH JJ__J.:- a sl (sl OTJﬂl Olg &t W MUT}EJ'; o (‘J JB dasea o J.G.l#' oF
D&Y il B ae
“Ja*far bin Muhammad narrates that no one collected Qur’an except
A’imma and the Qur'an which brought HadratJibrail to

Muhammad (4l5:6) was pertaining seventeen thousand verses.”

Similarly, there is a narration by Imam MuhammadBaqir mentioned in Al-
Kafi:
@ o (Y I S dadems anear Ly SISV 1 LS ASTOT AN o 48 ol o dt £31 L
Moy sty I

“No one has claimed among the people that Qur’an was collected as
it was revealed except a liar. Only ‘Ali and A%mmab after him
collected and memorized it as it was revealed.”

On the base of these narrations, Orientalists deduced the theory of
distortion and manipulation of the Qur’an and on the same grounds;

Muslim scholars from Abl al-Sunnab have given the verdict of the defective
belief of Shia school of thought.’

The View Point of Contemporary Shi‘a Scholars

The modern Shia scholars however, hold the view that only the subscription
of these sorts of narrations in some books doesn’t mean to have belief of
textual corruption. A significant number of researchers among Shia scholars
don’t rectify the authenticity of all such reports specially described in Al
Kafi byKulaini. They are not ready to accept the recognition of a/-Kafi as
Abl al-Sunnab give an established recognition to AlJami® al-Sabih by
Muhammad bin Isma‘il al-Bukhari (d. 254 A.H.). According to them, al-Kafi
contains a large number of Daif and Mursal reports in it. A well-known Shia
scholar Syed HashimHussain asserts the view of majority of earlier
Shiaulama’ and intellects.

Tl 5 Aher S Silygall poer S Tpnammy o adkiiall OV
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RETHINKING MUSLIM SECTARIAN

MILIEUONQUR’ANIC TEXT
Mubammad Feroz-ud-Din Shah Khagga

Abstract:Some Orietalists have taken a plea of some Shiite
transmissions to prove the alteration and distortion of Qur’anic
textual corpus. They have allured a chain of arguments through the
various transmissions of Shiite school of thought in order to present
the multiple readings of the text of the Qur'an as man-made
disclosure. However, the Sunn: Muslim scholars hold the view that
although some Shiite literature contains a large number of reports
which depict disintegration of the textual history of the Qur’an yet
this is not the opinion of entire Shiite school of thought.
Nevertheless, it is off course, became a helping tool for Orientalist
in order to achieve their specific malicious goals and to create
skeptical jerks among the Muslim mass circles regarding their sacred
scripture. In this way, a dire need have emerged for re-evaluatingand
re-thinking these kinds of alleged transmissions both in its textual
and contextual perspectives especially, when interfaith harmony and
pluralistic views have been proliferated throughout the recent globe.

Key Words:Qur’anic Text, Textual Corruption, Sectarian Milieu,
Shiite View of Qur’anic Text and Orientalism.

There has been a sensational discourse regarding the immaculacy of
Qur’anic textual corpus among the different Muslim sectarian school of
thoughts. Some old sources ofShiz school of thought present a view that
Qur’an has not been transmitted immaculately. Certainly, this point of view
is occurred in opposite to the majority Muslim Ummab. Some Shia
literature contains these sort of transmission upon which the debate of their
belief has been started and possessed an atrocious situation among the
various scholars of different school of thoughts.

*Assistant Professor Department of Islamic Studies, University of Sargodha, Pakistan.
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