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2- Finally, it behoves me to make a full acknowledgement of my debt to the learned
Orientalists whose works I have studied and freely 'conveyed’ into these pages.
References could not be given in every case, but the reader will see for himself how
much 1s derived from Von Kremer, Goldziher, Noldeke, and Wellhausen, to recall

only a few of the leading authorities. (Reynold, A. Nicholson, Literary History of
the Arabs, New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1907, p. x11)

3- The Abbasids were no less despotic than the Umayyads, but in a more enlightened
fashion; for, while the latter had been purely Arab in feeling, the Abbasids owed
their throne to the Persian nationalists, and were imbued with Persian ideas, which
introduced a new and fruitful element into Moslem civilization. (Ibid., p. 182);
From our special point of view the Orthodox and Umayyad Caliphates, which form
the subject of the present chapter, are somewhat barren. (Ibid., p. 183)

4- According to moslem notions the Umayyads were kings by right, Caliphs only by
courtesy. They had, as we shall see, no spiritual title, and little enough religion of
any sort. (Ibid., p. 181)
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19- In 691 Abd-al-Malik erected in Jerusalem the magnificent Dome of the Rock
(Qubbat al-Sakhrah), wrongly styled by Europeans "the Mosque of Umar", in order
to divert thither the pilgrimage from Makkah which was held by his rival
ibn-al-Zubayr. (Philip K. Haitti, History of the Arabs, Macmillan and Co., London,
1946, p. 220)
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2 1- In the earliest period of his preaching Mohammed's utterances were delivered 1n a
sinewy oracular style cast into short rhymed phrases, often obscure and sometimes
preceded by one or more formal oaths. This style is admittedly that of the ancient
kahins or Arabian oracle-mongers, and it 1s not surprising that Mohammed's
opponents should have charged him with being just another such kahin. For this
and other reasons his style gradually loosened out into a simpler but still rhetorical
prose; and as social denunciations and eschatological visions passed into historical

narrative, and that in turn at Medina into legislation and topical addresses, little
was left of 1ts original stylistic features but a loose rhyme or assonance marking the
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end of each verse, now anything from ten to sixty words long...In trying to trace the
sources and development of the religious ideas expounded in the Koran (a
question, be 1t remembered, not only meaningless but blasphemous 1in Muslim
eyes), we are still confronted with many unsolved problems. Earlier scholars
postulated a Jewish source with some Christian additions. More recent research has
conclusively proved that the main external influences (including the Old Testament
materials) can be traced back to Syriac Christianity. (H A R Gibb,
Mohammedanism, An Historical Survey, New York Oxford University Press,
1962, pp. 36-37.)

22- The Meccans still demanded of him a miracle, and with remarkable boldness and
self confidence Mohammad appealed as a supreme confirmation of his mission to
the Koran itself. Like all Arabs they were the connoisseurs of language and
rhetoric. Well, then if the Koran were his own composition other men could rival
1t. Let them produce ten verses like it. If they could not (and it 1s obvious that they
could not), then let them accept the Koran as an outstanding evident miracle. (H A
R Gibb, Islam - A Historical Survey, Oxford University Press, 1980, p. 28); As a
literary monument the Koran thus stands by itself, a production unique to the
Arabic literature, having neither forerunners nor successors in its own idiom.
Muslims of all ages are united 1n proclaiming the inimitability not only of its
contents but also of i1ts style...and 1n forcing the High Arabic 1diom into the
expression of new ranges of thought the Koran develops a bold and strikingly
effective rhetorical prose in which all the resources of syntactical modulation are
exploited with great freedom and originality. (H A R Gibb, Arabic Literature - An
Introduction, Oxford at Clarendon Press, 1963, p. 36)
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24 - Nassef M. Adiong, The Great Debate of the Two Intellectual Giants 1in Middle
Eastern Studies of Postclonial Era: A Comparative Study on the Schemata of

Edward Said and Bernard Lewis, University of Philiphines, Diliman, p. 1
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