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Abstract:

Literature and criticism are closely linked subjects. Criticism comes second to the
literature in its status. Criticism is the touchstone which determines the quality and
standard of literature. From the ancient times the literature has been subjected to
critical evaluation. Each people have their own particular language and idiom. Arabs
make nation that is one of the primitive people. They are famous for their eloquence
and rich language since the ancient times therefore, criticism on the Arab literature is
as old a custom as the language itself.

In the start this criticism aimed only at poetic taste and prosody, so the it operated not
in some regular manner. With the elapse of time these healthy changes kept on
incorporating into the criticism. Specially after the dawning of Islam, there were
arranged poetic contests and dialogues. But during the later eras of Khulfa e Rashidin
(The four Holy Caliphs there was introduced a special emphasis on the literary
criticism to standardize it. We find the best example of literary criticism enshrined in
the decrees of the holy rulers while they were deciding the cases of poets and literary
men. It is also without any doubt that the enthusiasm for poetic output reached the
lowest ebb during the era of Khulfa e Rashidin. Lets now have a view of the critical
evaluation done the Khulfa e Rashidin. _

1: Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddigue (RA),the first Caliph, accorded top priority to Nabgha
ud Dhubiani and Zaheer bin Abi Sulma,

2. Hazrat Umar (RA), the sccond caliph, proved to be the best literary critic of his holy
time. He passed historical decrees on the evaluation of poetic masterpieces. He was
greatly impressed by the acumen and poetry of Zaheer bin Abu Salma. Once the holy
caliph (RA was asked about the reason of openly acknowledging Zaheer bin Salma,
he said,1. His poetry feels quite known 2. He does not repeat the ideas 3. He talks
according to his mental approach means he understands what he talks 4. Knows the
qualities and specialties of human being. He (RA further said about Nabgha that the
latter was the greatest poet of the Arab world.

3. Hazrat Usman (RA}, the third caliph, also openly acknowledged the poetic worth
of Zaheer bin Abu Salma and said, he said the truth in a fine way

PYRTITEVL WL I L WL L HU PO R W K BN

2L S IR FCPI PSS PRI [ SO P EAL S ERTIVNON P E) (e

© rasailojaraid.com




© rasailojaraid.com
145 o e i gy s | 2y 0B I 20t

4.Hazrat Ali (RA), the fourth caliph, praised Imra ul Qais for his vibrant approach
and working of mind on new ideas. The caliph said, He is the best among .
the ealier poets. He does not say anything out of fear or wish, but he says
quickly what he feels. :

The poetic criticism by the holy caliphs was based on the finding of truth or
otherwise in the poetry. The verses those elaborated the truth and the right
were praiseworthy and those which did the contrary those were condemned
and discarded. '
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