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The word terrorism was first used in France to describe a

new system of government adopted during the French Revolution
(1789-1799). The regime de la terreur {Reign of Terror) was
intended to pfnmote democracy and popular rule by ridding the
revolution of its enemies and thereby purifying it. However, the
oppression and violent excesses of the terreur transformed it into a
feared instrument of the state. From that time on, terrorism has had
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a decidedly negative connotation. The word, however, did not gain

wider popularity until the late 19th century when it was adopted by

“a group of Russian revolutionaries to describe their violent struggle
against tsarist rule. Terrorism then assumed the more familiar
antigovernment associations it has today .(59)
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What is Terrorism?

* The systematic use of terror (such as bombing, killing and
kidnappings) as a means_of forcing some political objective when
used by a govt, it may signal efforts to stifle dissat; used by
insurrectionists or guerrillas,It may be part of an overall ¢ffort to
effect desire political change. (60)

More than 2,000 years ago the first known acts of what we
now call terrorism were perpetrated by a radical offshoot of the
Zealots, a Jewish sect active in Judea during the Ist century AD.
The Zealots resisted the Roman Empire's rule of what is today
Israel through a determined campaign primarily involving
assassination. Zealot fighters used the sica, a primitive dagger, to
attack their eénemies in broad daylight, often in crowded market
places or on feast days-essentially wherever there were people to
witness the violence. Thus, like modern terrorists, the Zealots
intended their actions to communicate a message to a wider target
audience: in this instance, the Roman occupation forces and any
Jews who sympathized or collaborated with the invaders. (61)
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It has only been fifty years, but with the power of the
world media, the Zionist leadership now feels free to do whatever it

wants to destroy the Palestinian people. Millions of people, women
and children, are in poverty in refugee camps. The blood of
innocent people is being shed, because the cause of this violence
" continues to exist, namely Zionism. Just lately, on the 3rd of
October 2001, one of the greatest Zionist leaders has boasted that
he controls America, even though we are forbidden to mterfere in
politics.(62)
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1 do not differentiate between war and terrorism. Terrorism
is war and war is terrorism. If you look at the historical role of
“violence in the world, we see that violence has had a profound
effect on the history of the world. Regardless of one's thoughts on
violence, it is impossible to understand the world in which we live,
without _examining which acts of violence have helped to create the
world in which we now live. All the empires, of which the British
Empire was the most recent, now replaced by the American empire,
we see that it too was built on violence and world conquest. When 1
was born in 1925, 20% of the world's population was governed by
London. All of this was built on violence. If you look at all
empires, Greek, Roman, and so forth, all were built on violence,
and could not exist had it not been for acts of violence (66)
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Americans are asking why do they (terrorists) hat us they
- hate what we see right here in the chamber, a democratically
- elected gdvemment. Their leaders are self-appointed. they hate
freedom, our freedom of religion, our freedom of speech, our
freedom to vote and assemble and disagree with-each other.(81).
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During his life as both religious leader and statesman, the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) showed great sensitivity
and respect in -dealing with the People of the Book, the Jews and
the Christians. In the true spirit of divine revelation, the Holy
Quran, with which he had been entrusted, Plfophet Muhammad
forbade harming non-Muslims and asked Muslims to treat them
well. He once said, He who harms a Jew or a Christian will find me
his opponent on the Day of Ju.dgment.(l47)
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L-J_.Li‘i’%’”/ ek T rre S g ol o st
_ Human rights in Islam are firmly rooted in the belief that
God, and God alone, is the Law Giver and the Source of all human
rights. Due to their Divine origin, no ruler, government, assembly
or authority can curtail or violate in any way the human rights
conferred by God, nor can they be surrendered.(180)
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