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of slow, steady decline, when Egypt was conquered by a succession
of foreign adversaries. The power‘of the pharachs officially ended in
31 BC, when the early Roman Empire conquered Egypt and made it
a province of the Empire.(160)
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Ancient Rome was a civilization that grew from a small
agricultural community founded on the ltalian Peninsula in the 9th
century BC fo a large empire straddling the Mediterranean Sea. In itd
12 centfuries of existence, Roman civilization shifted from a
monarchy, to a republic based on a combination of oligarchy and
democracy, to an autocratic empire. It came to dominate Western
Europe and the area surrounding the Mediterranean Sea througr
conquest and assimilation(161) _
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