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Smoking is grounds for divorce

http://news6.thdo.bbe.co. uk/hllemzhsh/worid/maddle%SFeast/newmd%
5F858000/858766.stm

Anti-smoking campaigners in Egypt have enlisted the help of religion
in their fight against tobacco.

A controversial new religious ruling. or Fatwa, says that smoking is a
legitimate ground for divorce.

It was requested by anti-tobacco campaigners after a ruling against
cigarettes earlier this year was largely ignored.

About half of all Egyptians smoke, and officials say it's on the increase
among young people and women. The BBC Cairo correspondent says
the debate in Egyptian socicty now is whether the health risks of
smoking outweigh the risk of family break-up. .

ININ Note: Egypt's mufti, Fand Naser Wasel, issued the fatwa at the
request of an anti-smoking group.
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