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~ They consume little more than the poor, and in spite

of their natural selfishness and rapac1ty though they mean
only their own conveniency, though the sole end they
propose from the labour of all the thousands whom they
employ, be the gratification of their own vain and insatiable
_ desires, they divide with the poor the produce of all their
| improvements. They are led by an invisible 'h;'mdv to make
nearly thé same distr'ib{xtion of the necessaries of life, which
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would have been‘made; had the earth been divided into
equal portions among its inhabitants, and thus without
intending it, without knowing it, advance the interest of the
society, and afford means for the multiplication of the
species. When Providence divided the earth amdng a few
Iordly masters, it neither forgot nor abandoned those who
seemed to have been left out of the partition. These last too
- enjoy their share of all it produces.(1)
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L Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments. (Indianpolis, 1982)
‘1V. 1.10, pp. 184-5. '
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