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In 1942, when Mauritius was a Crown colony, the government
decided to build a small airport at Plaine Magnien near
Mahébourg. The airport was used to import products from the
United Kingdom and its colonies, as well as for exports. The
airport was used as a military base for the Royal Air Force during
World War Il. The operations of the civil airport started just after
the Second World War which gave a boost to the Mauritian
economy.[1]

The first flight to Rodrigues island was made on 10 September

1972, an Air Mauritius flight from Plaisance airport to the Plaine

Corail Airport (now Sir Gaétan Duval Airport) at Rodrigues using
Twin Otter(3B-NAB). Later the twin otters were replaced by ATR
42-300 and ATR 42-500 twin turboprops.

Later in 1986, infrastructure works were undertaken to
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accommodate larger aircraft. Thus, a new terminal was built
including aerobridges to meet the expected increase in traffic
growth, and a car park attached to the new building and customs

service for international routes. The new terminal consisted of

two floors and could accommodate up to four aircraft
simultaneously via aerobridges.
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It is named afier Bertrand-Frangois Mahé de La Bourdonnais,
one of the most successful governors of the French colonial
period.
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The well-planned wide streets in the old section of Mahébourg
still bear testimony to this Dutch and French colonial past. After

the French chose Port Louis as the main port Mahébourg
declined into a sleepy coastal city. The past is still preserved

today in the Historical Naval Museum which also recounts the
epic naval battles of the past between the French Navy and the
Royal Navy. The Dutch historical museum in Grand Port recounts
the early Dutch settlement of the island.

Nowadays, Mahébourg is a bustling centre of local trade. The
new waterfront complex promises some memorable walks along
the sea-side. It even has a casino, mark of a developing tourism
industry. There is a growing number of small inns in the city itself
and the surrounding districts which cater for local and foreign
visitors.

In spite of being well known for its lagoon (the biggest of
Mauritius) and for its fishing industry, Mahébourg also has three
primary schools namely, Willoughby Government School,
Dupérré Government School and Notre Dame des Anges Roman
Catholic Aided (RCA) and four secondary schools, namely
Emmanuel Anquetil State Secondary School, Hamilton College
Boys, Hamilton College Girls and Loretto Convent of Mahébourg.
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The town's name, Curepipe, is said to be originated from the French curer

sa pipe, which translates to "cleaning the pipe". There are several theories

a Dy historians as to the naming of the city. Some historians believe that the

name was given as travelers and soldiers from the 19th century often
traveled from Port Louis and Grand Port (now Mahébourg) to refill their
pipes in Curepipe. Other historians believe that the name was given after a
late landowner during the 18th century.[3]
The town officially covers an area of 23.8 square kilometres (9.2 sq mi). It
is located in the Plaine Wilhems district on the central plateau of Mauritius
at an altitude of 561 meters. Of the larger towns of the island's central
plateau, Curepipe is the most southern and also the highest. As a
consequence of its height, Curepipe is known for its relatively cool and
rainy climate.[4]
Curepipe also known as La Ville-Lumiere (The City of Light), is a town in
Mauritius, located in the Plaines Wilhems District, the eastern part also lies
in the Moka District. The town is administered by the Municipal Council of
Curepipe. Curepipe lies at a higher elevation, often referred to as the
"Central Plateau”. According to the census made by Statistics Mauritius in
2015, the (population of the town was at 79,014.[2]
Curepipe, though inland from the main coastal tourist areas of Mauritius, is
nonetheless a tourist destination. Some of the more
popular attractions include: '

a Curepipe Botanic Gardens, Trou aux Cerfs Crater, Monvert Nature Park

Sainte Therese Church, Carnegie Library of Curepipe

The old Town Hall, Domaine des Aubineaux

The Basilica of Sainte Helene, La Sabloniere

Casino de Maurice, St. Joseph's College (National Heritage)

(‘Ld/lg) " Royal College Curepipe (National Heritage)
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