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For not only law and custom,But theology and political doctrine
also took the form of hadith.
whatever islam produced on its own or borrowed from the outside
was dressed up as hadith.in such form alien,borrowed matter was
assimilated until its origin was unrecognizable. Passages from the
old and New testaments,Rabbinic sayings,quotes from
apocryphal gospels,and indian wisdom gained entrance into islam
disguished as utterances of the prophet.1
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we shall not meet any legal tradition from the prophet which can
be considered authentic.4
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Hardly any of these traditions,as far as matters of religious law

are concerned,can be authentic 5
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Any conclusion about the traditions their transmission,or the
insnad system,etc,based on the study of legal literature would be
faulty and unreliable.8
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from everything we know of malik,s exactitude and integrity in
recording hadith we may safely assume that he would not have
recorded any hadith in the muwatta about whose authenticity he
had any doubt.14
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itis & corpus juris, not a corpus traditionum.15
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The movement of the traditionists,the most important single event

in the history of islamic law in the second century of the hijra,was
the natural outcome and continuation of a movement of religiously

and ethically inspired opposition to the ancient schools of law.19 _ _5
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The traditionists produced detailed statements or  Traditions
which claimed to be the reports of ear.or eye witnesses on the

words or acts of the prophet, handed down orally by an -
uninterrupted chain (isnad) of trustworthy persons.20
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Initially the ancient schools of law, the medinese as well as F
iragians, offered strong resistance to the disturbing element

represented by the traditions which claimed to go back to the. -
prophet.21 X
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Traditions from the prophet had to overcome a strong opposition
on the part of the ancient schools of law, let alone the ahl
A.kalam,before they gained general acceptance.22
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The best way of proving that a tradition did not exist at a certain
time is to show that it was not used as a legal argument in a
discussion which would have made reference to it imperative if it
had existed.23
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