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STRAY THOUGHTS
(BY DR. MOHAMMAD 1QBAL Ph.D.)

(1)
TOUCH OF HEGELIANISM IN LISANUL ‘ASAR AKBAR.

To the great German Idealist Hegel creation means the Absolute
Reason leaving its absoluteness and returning to itself by visnalising or
objectifying itself in the form ol a Universe which, in its ¢ssence, is no
more than the unity of the Absolute Reason powdered up in a visible,
perceptible plurality. Whether this process of return is temporal or non-
temporal (for on this point Hegelians differ) it is clear that according to
the Master its motive-force is the necessarily scli~contradictory cutegorics
through which the Absolute Reason has to pass synthetically to regain
its primeval Absolutcness. At the beginiing of the process, since we are
distant from the original Absoluteness, the contradictions are sharp and
mutually exclusive, but when we approacn the end of the process their
sharpness begins to disappear until we reach the Absolute Idea in which
all contradictions embrace each other, and are transformed into a single
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unity. Thus the central idea of Hegel's Philosophy can be summed up in
a few words — Infinite becoming Finite and regaining itself through a
synthesis of self-evolved oppositions. The life of the universe, then, is
necessarily constituted by a perpetual conflict of opposing forces, This
brief sketch of Hegel’s Idea, 1 am afraid, is not quite luminous, but Iventure
to hope it will assist you in realising the depth of Akbar’s apparently simple
verse.
AL g OseS Y dsdee Jea due Olpe

o Y e ] e L e pais Jie 2 s

The endless conflict of Nature’s creative forces is too palpable to
escape the observation of pocts and thinkers. Tennyson has perhaps
given it a fuller and more pathetic expression: and our own Urfi has seized
it in a majestic verse:
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The specisl feature of Akbar, however, is that in a few simple and
well-chosen words he reveals to you not only the conflict, but also the cause
(i.e. Limitation of the Limitless) which has gencrated it.  And in the words
Ja= and <= he further suggests that this conflict is nol limited to the
material Planc (mic} only but extends itself to the mental plane as well.
In Alexander’s well-known book——————— “Moral Order and Progress™
you will find how our ideas, ideals. beliefs and modes of life are cons-
tantly cngaged in a quiet bloodless fight. and how they displace. kill and
absorb one another.

(2) NIETZSCHE AND SALAL-UD-DIN RUMI.

Comparisons, they say, are odious, 1 want, however, to draw your
attenlion to a literary comparison which is exceedingly instructive and
cannot be regarded as odious. Nietzsche and Maulana Jalal-ud-din
Rumi stand at the opposite poles of thought ; buf in the history of Literature
and thought it is the points of contact and departure, which constitute
centres of special interest.  In spite of the enormous intellectual distance
that lics betwcen them these two great Poet-Philosophers seem to be in
perfect agreement with regard to the practical bearing of their thought
on life. Nietzsche saw the decadence of the human type around him, dis-
closed the subtle forces that had been working for it, and finally attempted
o adumbrate the type of life adequate 1o the task of our planet. “Not
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how man is preserved, but how man is surpassed,” was the keynote of
Nietzsche’s thought, The superb Rumi—— born to the Moslem world
al a time when enervating modes of life and thought, and an outwardly
beautiful but inwardly devitalising literature had almost completely sucked
up the blood of Moslem Asia and paved the way for an easy victory for the
Tartar —-- - was not less keenly alive than Nietzsche to the poverty of life,
incompetence, inadequacy and decay of the body-social of which he for-
med a part and parcel.  See with what unerring insight he describes the
corroding disease of his sociely and suggests the ideal rype of Moslem
manhood - —
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