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ABSTRACT
This paper investigates the roots and origins of the story, and demonstrates how the story
has evolved in the East (Arab) and West. A brief description is given about the story in terms of
linguistic as well as idiomatic terms. The evolution of the story is looked at from the perspective of
six main historical episodes originating both in the East and West: the story in B.C.E, (i) A.C.E
(iii) before Islam, (iv) after Islam, (v) in the contemporary West, and (vi) in Arabia. An attempt
has also been made to identify episodes of the story that exist in each of the main historical period.
It is argued that the Arab Islamic story has influenced the Western story by affecting its main
theme, character and plot (e.g. Daniel Defoe seems to have been inspired the theme of “Hai Bin
Yaqzan”, Goithe borrows concepts of bravery and emotion for his drama “Foust” and Amina’s
character from Alif-Laila-Wa-Laila for his heroin in “Mizaj ul Aashiq” and Cervantes and
Shakespear also seem to be impressed by Arab story), whereas the present Arab story is a blend of

the past Arab and the present Western story.
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