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"Muhammad seems not to have been ignorant of the enthusiastic operation of
rhetoric on the minds of men ;for which reason he has not only employed his
utmost skil in these his pretended revelation to preserce that dignity and
sublimity of style, which might seem not unworthy of the majesty of that
being, whom he gave out to be the author of them; and to imitate the prophetic
manner of the old testment; but he has not neglected even the other arts of
oratory, wherein he succeeded so well, and so strangely captivated the minds

of the audience, that several of hiss opponents thought it the effect of
whichcraft and enchantment, as he sometimes complains".(®)
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Several of which stories or some circumstances of them are taken from the old
and new testment, but many more from the apocryphal books and traditions of
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the jews and christians of those ages, set up in the koran as truths in
opposition to the scriptures, which the jew and christians are charged with
having altered, and i am apt to believe that few or none of the relations or
circumstances in the koran were invented by Muhammad, as is generally
supposed, it being easy to trace the greatest part of them much higher". (1)’
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"That Muhammad was really the author and chief contriever of the Koran is
beyond dispute; thought it be highly probable that he had no small assistance
in hius design from others, as his countrymen failed not to object to him;
however they differed so much in their conjectures as to thé particular person
who gave him such assistance; that they were not able, it seems, to prove the

charge; Muhammad, it is to be presumed, having taken his measures to well to
be discovered.

Dr. Prideaux has given the most probable account of this matter, thought
chiefly from chirstiasn writers, who generally mix such ridiculous fables with
what they deliver, that they deserve not much credit." (£)
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= (Islam, Muhammad and his religion" U/ & /(Arthur Jeffery)d/?-/?ﬂ
:‘4tl/uiJ;UJlul.JJQKf:éuT}fq"JG‘z’_l
"The Quran is the scripture of Islam. It is called the Noble Quran, the Glorious
Quran, the Mighty Quran, but never the Holy Quran save by modern, Western
- educated Muslims who are imitating the title Holy Bible. It contains the
substance of Muhammad's deliverances during the twenty odd years of his
public ministry. it is clear that he had been preparing a book for his
community which would be for them what the old testment was for the jews
and the new testament for the Christians, but he died before his books was

ready, and what we have in the Quran is what his followers were able to
gather together after his death and issue as the corpus of his revelations" (A)
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"It is axiomatic that the new religious movement of islam must somehow or
other have risen out of the conditions in Mecca in Muhammad's time. A new
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religion cannot come into being without a sufficient motive. in the experience
of Muhammad and his early followers there must have been some need which
was satisified by the practices and doctrines of the embryonic religion. (9)
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"He had a talent for admlmstratlon that would have enabled him to handle the
biggest operations then carried out in Mecca, but the great merchants
excluded him from inner circle His own dissatisfaction made. him more aware
of the unsatisfactory aspects of life in Mecca. In these, hidden years, he must
have brooded over such matters. Eventually what had been maturing in the
inner depths was borught to light." (1*)
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"For Muslim tradition thre quran is thus the word or speech of God, and

Muhammad himself must also have regarded it in this way. Moreover he must
have been convinced that he was able to distinguish between his own thoughts
and the message that came to him from outside himself ---------- . To say that
Muhammad was sincere does not imply that he was correct in his beliefs. A
man may be sincere but mistaken ---------- . What seems to man to come fro
Q;utsidé himself, may actually come from his unconscious". ()
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"The earliest passages of the Quran show taht it stands with the tradition of
Judaeo - Chistian monotheism with its conceptions of God the creator, of
resurrection and judgement, and of revelation. In late passages the dependence

on the Biblical tradition becomes even more marked, for they contain much
material from the old and new testament". (If")
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"Here there are various possibilities. He might have met jews and chirstians
and talked about religious matters with them. There were christian Arabs on
the borders of Syria. Christian Arabs or Abyssinians from Yeman may have
come to Mecca to trade or as salves. Some of the nomadic tribes or clans were
Christians, but may still have come to the annual trade fair at Mecca. There
were also important jewish groups settled at Medina and other places. Thus
opportunities for conversation certainly existed. Indeed Muhammad is
reported to have had some talks with Qaraqah Khadijah's chirstian cousin and
during his life time his enemies tried to point to some of this contacts as the
source of his revelation". (IF)
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"The conclusion of this matter is that Muhammad received his knowledge of
Biblical conceptions in general (as distinct from the details of some of the
stories) from the intellectual environment of Mecca and not from reading or
from the communication of specific individuals. Islam thus in a sense belongs
to the Judaeo - Christian tradition because it sprang up inn a milieu that was
permeated by biblical ideas. (I")
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"As for as the decades following Jesus's mjssion are concerned, it must
be understood that events did not at all happen in the way they have been said
to have taken place and that peter's arrival in Rome ion no way laid the
foundations of the Church. On the contrar, from teh time Jesus left earth to the
second half of teh second century, there was a struggle between two factions.
One was what one might call Pauline Christinity and the other Judeo

Christinity. it was only very slowly that the first supplanted teh second, and
Pauline Christianity triumphed over Judeo - Christianity/ " (19)
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"For those Judeo - Christians who remained "Loyal Jews" Paul was a
traitor. Judeo - Christian documents call him an "enemy", accuse him of
"tactical double dealing"...."Until 70 A.D, Judeo - Christianity represents an
isolated case. the head of the community at the time was James, a relation of
Jesus. With him were Peter (at the beginning) and John. James may be
considered to represent the Judeo - Christian camp, which deliberately clung
to judaism as opposed to pauline - christianity. Jesus 's family has a very
important placve in Judeo - Christian Chruch of Jerusalem." (**) "
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"Muhammad at least for a time believed he had seen the supreme

deity, and presumably still believed this when sura 53 revealed. Later,
especially when he learnt that Jews and Christians held that God cannot be

sen. he come to think that the vision had been not of God but of an angel. In
6-113 it is asserted that sight reaches him (God) not. (29)
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"After the third manner, with Gabriel as teh messenger, was taken to
be the normal or standard one, Muslim scholars tended to read this back into
early passages where the manner was probably different. In the Meccan
period, however, messengers other than Gabriel were spoken of. Sometimes
there is mention of the spirit, by itself........ When this last was accepted as
normal by later Muslims, the spirit was identified with Gabriel, though there
isno direct evidence for this in the Quran". (33)
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"One thing that is clear, however, is that in his closing years at Medina
Muhamamd had moved far beyond thinking that his function was to be, only a
warner, and now regarded it as includign teh production of "the Book "Which
was to be the scripture o his community".(44)
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"The other aspects of his vocation do not come into the earliest
passagers”. (45) ;
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