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Prison is an institution for confining and punishing people who

have been convicted of committing a crime. Prisons punish
criminals by severly restricting their freedom. (5)
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Prison, an institution for the confinement of persons conviceted

of major crimes or felonies. (6) -
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Prisons have four major purposes. These purposes are:
(1)  retribution
(2)  incapacitation
(3) deterrence and
(4) rehabilitation. Retribution means

punishment for crimes against society. Depriving crimi-
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AR
nals of their freedom is a way of making them pay a debt to so-
ciety for their crimes. Incapacitation refers to the removal of
criminals from society so they can no longer harm innocent
people. Deterrence means the prevention of future crime. It is
hoped that prisons provide warning to pedple thinking about
committing crimes, and that the possibility of going to prison
will discourage people from breaking the law. Rehabilition
refers to activities designed to change criminals into
law-abiding citizens, and may include providing educational
courses in prison, teaching job skills and offering counseling
with a psychologist or social worker. (82)
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