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“A complete rapprochment betwwen them and us can
be expecied only when the cross is set up on the
mountains and in the valleys and when temples for
Christ the Savior replaced the mosques. Until then
force of arms is the sole true bastion of our rule in the
Caucasus.”
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“Both the administraticn and the Kremlin officials
adressing Americans have drawn analogics to the
American Civel War. Yet the ridiculous comparison
overlooks a fundamental difference. Northern
Americans fought Southem Americans in the civil
war; but it is not northern Russians who are
fighting soutnern Russians in Chechnya. Chechens are
not Russian and do not wish to be Russian, to put it
mildly. They are a conquered people cthnically and re-
ligiously different from the Russians.”
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“There was absolutely no armed struggle at the time,

no terrorist acts against the Russian state. In other

words, talks would have been no climb down, no
capitulation at all...”
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“[President] Dudayev’s bandits are a threat to the

whole of Europe.”
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“The Helsinki process, which gave birth to the CSCE~

— now OSCE — accepted the principle that respect

for human rights was of international interest, not just

a domestic concern in any country: It also recognised

that respect for international boundrics must be

counter-balanced by recognition of the right to
self-determination: neither principle could be regarded
as paramount,”
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..... Members of a nefarious alliance of ex-KGB men,
corrupt officials and freed thugs from the Soviet era.”
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“Secondly, the whole racist insinuation linking the
Chechen nation to mafia bands is undignified and un-
worthy of being repeated by any civilized government
in the way it has,”

cffiéé—ﬁ[fu?fu:‘f/’-’cfbﬂ;z [6% 4] b "

£ & ol @/:) sl Bas A :(ffjfil/ﬁ, u,fjf (3L 22 Vrf
P SP bl S S B
e W b

Glloaser U ML b s S BL sl Gt b L ket T 5y

il D, s I
“In reality the mafia in Russia is a huge problem with
a strong footing in the structure of socicty. Those

responsible for that problem are most certainly the
former communist leeders in the Kremlin.”
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“The Chechen mafias supported the opposition to
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Dudayev.© ’lrcﬁkéal Itmar%gchglo rﬂ)liﬁcal
representatives selected by the Russian government to
support their intervention some of whom may also
have mafia links, are Moscow based. Being targeted
rather than supported by the powerful maias, President
Dudayev can hardly be their representative and the
whole Chechen nation even less s0.”
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..... But can you eradicate crime with air raids or blast
it with artillery fire? The Bitter irony of the situation is
that while ordinary Chechens (and Russins) are dying
in bombings of Grozny or are fighting in trenches
around it Chechen mafia bosses are quietly sipping
champagne in their Moscow apartments.”
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“The line out of the State Department and the White
House has basically corresponded to the official
Russian version. According to it, at stake is law and
order..... No reference to the failed Russian efforts to
destabilise Chechnya through hired thugs and
disguised Russian mercenaries; no mention of the
tragic history of the Chechens, of their prolonged
struggle for independence and of their Kremlin -
mandated near-genoeide 50 years ago.”
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“It results from the fact that the United States
continues to support the purpose of Russia’s interven-
tion and has been unable to get from there to a publicly

comfortable or coherent place in regard to the brutal
tactics by which the Russians are trying to achieve it.”
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“Westemn countries seem to be reluctant to risk their
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vast potential Russian market even when a whole
nation is being destroyed. One may wonder if western
leaders do consider former Soviet citizens to be human
beings .. Millitary operations in former Soviet
republics to help former communists to stay in power
have all been accepted as ‘peacekeeping operations’.”
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“Alt present every territorial unit is out for itself only,
each competing with all the others in what is perecived
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“Tension between the republics and regions is fanned
by the fact that the present Federal System is not
perceived as equitable by the majority of Russia’s
regions - the Krais and oblasts.”
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“The trend toward decentralization is evident: overall
despite occasional reassertion of power, Moscow’s
control and authority over the country’s eighty-nine
component parts is decreasing, while local demands
for more control over their own resources and finances
are rising. Also, while an authoritarian option is pos-
sible, such a regime might compound Russia’s eco-
nomic problems resulting in systemic economic fail-
ure. In the wake of such failure, the Russian
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“Indeed, as noted above, by massing 40,000 troops and
equipment for them without notifying the OSCE, then
bombing civillians, Russia openly flouted the
agreements it signed five days earlier in Budapest and
in 1992 in the Vienna round of the OSCE.”
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“The Chechen question is a matter for intemational
law also because of the grave violations of human
rights committed by Russia. In the OSCE a doctrine
has been adopted according to which human rights
violations ¢an not remain an internal question of the
signatory state. Earlier, grave violations such as
genocide have been explained in Western intemationl
law as international concems, not merely internal
questions.”
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“Given the background of post-communism and,
compared to the low tum-out also experienced in

Russia proper at election time, the votes that went to
him formed a majority.”
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