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Martha Brill Olcott, The Kazakhs {California : Hoover Institution Press, Stanford Univer-
sity, Stanford, 1987), PP. 5-6
é &(:/:

W Barthold, Turkestan: Down To The Mongol Invsion (New Delhi: Munshiram Manohar-
lal Publishers, 1992), PP. 176-178
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V.V, Barthol'd, Four Studies on the History of Central Asia, Vol. 3 Trans. V and T. Minor-

sky (Leiden : E.J. Brill 1962), P. 128, as guoted by Martha Brill Olcott op.cit p. 4, end-
note 4.
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Ahmad Hasan Dani, New Light on Central Asia (Lahore: Sang-e-Meel Publications,
1983), PP. 16-17.
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C.E. Bosworth, "llek-Khans or Kara Khanids", Insyclopaedia of Isiam.
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"A few years later in 1041-1042, a number of Turks who were still heathen and living in
Tibetan territory sought permission frem Assalan khan b, Qadar khan [The Kara Khanid
ruler] to settle in his dominions, having heard of the justness and mildness of his rule;
when they atrived in the neighbourhood of Balasaghun he sent a message te them urg-

ing them to accept Islam”.

L Wl LA ) U s e
“This was the capital of the khans of Turkistan during the tenth and eleventh cen-
turies but the exact site is uncertain”.
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C.E Bosworth, articles on "Kara Khanid {Elek Khans)" and "Kara khitay", Incyclopaedia
of Islam.
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"Semerchye and the eastern pait of the Syr- Darya province were siezed by the Qarluks
(Karluks}, who in 766 had occupied suyab, the former Turgesh Capital”.
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"Not far from Yanikant were two other samller towns, Jand and khuwara {orJuwara); all
three towns were inhabited by Muslims {probably traders from Khorezmia and Transoxia-

na), although they were in the territories of unbelievers ... Gardizi describes as well the
trade route from Yanikant into the land of the Kemaks to the bank of the Irtysh".
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".....Some of the inhabitants accepted the invitations of Umar tf [Umar b. Abd al-Aziz]
{A.D 717-720) to embrace lIslam, and large numbers were converted through the
preachling of a certain Abu Sayda who commenced this mission in Samargand in the
reign of Hisham (724-743), but it was not untii the reign of Al-Mutasim (833-842) that
Islam was generally adepted there, one of the reason prebably being the more intimate
relations established at this time with the then capital of the Muhammadan werld, Bagh-

dad, through the enourmous numbers of Turks that had flocked in thousands to join the
army of the Caliph.
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"Islam having thus gained a footing among the Turkish tribes seems to have made but
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slow progress until the middle of the tenth century, when the conversion of same of their
chieftains to Islam, like that of Clovis and other barbarian kings of northern Europe to
Christianity, led their clansmen to follow their example in a body".
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"...in spite of the fact that Islam was introduced to the cities of southern Kazakhstan in
the eighth century, at the time of the Arab conquest, and that the Turkish nomads of the
Kazakh steppe nominally [?] embraced Istam in 1043,.."
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"Although Islam was deeply entrenched in the cities south of the steppe, there was little
proselytizing in this period inrlarge part because of the eclipse of the cities in south and
southeastern Kazakhstan and the decline of the Kazakh steppe as a trade route”.
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These merchants and urban people brought the material achievments of prosperous |s-
lamic lands to the nomads of Central Asia. The lure of Islam as a civilization was very

&

strong and the major impetus for nomdic tribes embracing Islam”.

Dileram lbrahirm, The /slamization of Central Asia: A case Study of Uzbekistan, |slamic
Foundation, Leicester (UK}, 1993, p. 16.
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