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Democracy in Chaos
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(Analysis of the Modern Political View)

The real democracy is a goal to be achieved as yet. Its remarkable
achievements after the age of enlightenment have blessed only the First
World and the third world is in a chaos in this regard. Either they have
not been able to flourish democracy or the democracy itself has
disquised its manifestations.

The failure of liberal democracy on large scale raises the question that
whether democracy is possible. The controversy about its clear-cut
definition aggravates to the extent that democracy in the meaning of
"the rule of people" is technically impossible.

The remedy has been sought out in the form of Indirect Democracy
inspite of the fact that sovereignty can not be represented. Moreover,
due to the financial and technical implications of electoral system, it has
become unaffordable for the poor nations.

This is how the democracy is linked with capitalism and is suspected to
be Western agehda with its imperialistic designs. The modern media has
added oil to the fire: it influences public opinion through different
techniques and one can not claim that one's opinion is one's own.

In addition, the certain pre-requisites for democracy, make it a singing
bird of the spring season only. Under these conditions, the modern
western political discourse has questioned the validity and ideological
soundness of democratic theory of politics. It is need of the hour that
the same view to be reviewed.
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Aform of governmentwhich is conducted for the benefit of
the poor rather than in the public interest.(12)
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Democracy ( Madina Jamia'iya) is marked by the freedom of

its citizens to do as they please.(18)
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Democracy...like liberty , equality and justice...is hard to define ...itis a
symbol that stands for certain myths, independent of objective
content..(19)
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Democracy rests on a beliefin the fundamenal dignity and importance

of the individual , in the essential equality of human beings, and in the
need forfreedom.(22)
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Direct democracy requires relative equality of all participants, a key
condition of which is minimal economic and social differentation.(23)
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The society should be reasonably democraticin its social attitudes.(24)
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Democracy was notyet a faith, not anideology, notan ethic, it was still
atechnical term of political science .(26)
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Democracy isthe world's new universal religion. (28)
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Democratic Practice throws adark light on democratictheory. (29)
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Liberal political dectrines effectively restrict freedom to a minority of
the population.(32)
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Sovereignty can notbe represented.(35)
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Demacracy islike the 'market place',an institutional mechanismtoweed

out the weakest and establish those who are most competent in the
competiti ve struggle forvotes and power.(40)
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De Wulf, M. (1912).
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10- John Dunn, Democracy-The unfinished Journey (Oxford University Press-1989)
p:59
11- Aristotle, Politics,Loc.Cit., George H. Sabine,A History of Political Theory

(Japan-1981) p: 110
12- John Dunn,Op.Cit,Loc.Cit. Norberto Bobbio ,Democracy and Dictatorship
(Translated by Peter Kennealy, Plity Press-1987) p:140
13,14-  htip://dictionary.reference.com/browse/republic, retrieved 20 August 2009,
Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of
Law, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/republic, retrieved 20 August 2609
15- http://www.constitution.org, on 04-12-2009
16- http://www britanica.com, & .oll.libertyfund.org, retricved on 04 December 2009
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Also see for Plato's views: Strauss, Leo, 'Pl-ato' History of Political Philosophy 3rd

ed. University Of Chicago Press: Chicago, p. 34-68 1987.
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18- Erwin J. Roscenthal, Political Thought In Medieval Islam (Cambridge University
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Also sec: Badger, English.Arabic Lexicon p:223
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We characteristically live, then,in an age of confused democracy. That'democracy’
Obtains several meanings, is something we can live with. But i "democracy"can
mean just anything, that is too much.
Giovanni Sartori, The Theory of Democracy Revisited (Ncw Jersy-1987) p:6
Modern Forms of Government, p:199
11.J.Laski,An Introduction To Politics (fondon-1934) p:48
David Held, Models of Democracy,(Camberidge-1987).p: 158
John Burheim, Is Democracy Possible? , p: 156
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Graem Duncan, Democratic Theory And Practice, (Cambridge University Press -
1983, Ist Edition)p: 13
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So broad is respect for democracy that it has come {o be taken for granted, its
virtues are seldom questioned and its vices rarely exposed.
Andrew Hewood, Poliltical ldeas & Concepts, (London-1998), p: 171
Graem Duncan, Democratic Theory And Praclice, (Cambridge University Press -
1983, 1st Ldition)p:13,
Jack Lively, Democracy, (Oxford-1975.) p: 9
David Held, Models of Democracy, (Camberidge-1987).p: 122
Noberto Bobio, The Future ol Democracy, p:16
Noberto Bobio, Democracy And Dictatorship (Tt. Peter Kannealy) p:152
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Noberio Bobio, Democracy And Dictatorship (Tr. Peter Kannealy) p: 152
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Sec: Models of Democracy, (Camberidge-1987).p: 130
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between the ruled and their representatives. Democracy, (Oxford-1975.) p: 62
John Burheim, Is Democracy Possible? , p: 152
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