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The Trend of Scientific Exegesis of the Holy Quran between
Its Supporters and Opponents
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Abstract

According to the trend of scientific exegesis, exegetes try to
establish a connection between verses of the Holy Quran and the scientific
discoveries about nature and cosmos in a striving to demonstrate the
miraculous nature of the Holy Quran and that its teachings are relevant
universally for all the times. There is a subtle distinction between the
scientific exegesis and the scientific miracles of the Holy Quran. Not
every scientific exegesis counts to be a miracle. On the contrary, every
scientific miracle of the Holy Quran becomes recognizable only through
the scientific exegesis. To detail this point, in the process of scientific
exegesis an interpretation of the Quranic text is arrived at with the help of
most recent scientific discoveries, whereas the scientific miracle means
that some particular text of the Quran or the statement of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, conveys such scientific facts that
were unknown before the modern times and it was impossible for any
human being to know them during the times of the Holy Prophet.

Among the eminent supporters of the scientific exegesis in the
classical times were scholars like Imam al-Ghazali, Imam Fakhruddin al-
Razi, al-Zarkashi, and al-Sayyuti. In the modern times, supporters of this
trend include JawharT Tantawi, Abd al-Hamid ibn Badis, Ahmad Mustafa
al-Maraghi, Hanfi Ahmad, Zaghlal al-Najjar, and Abd al-Majid al-
Zandani. JawharT Tantaw1 has emerged as the lead exegete who supports
and propagates the trend of scientific exegesis.

Famous opponent of scientific exegesis in the ancient times had
been al-Imam al-Shatibi. In the modern time Shaykh Mahmud Shaltit,
Muhammad Hasn al-Zahbi, Muhammad Lutft al-Sabbagh, Abd a-Majid
al-Muhtasib are against this trend of exegesis.

In our opinion, the scientific exegesis is acceptable, albeit with the
following conditions:
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The Holy Quran should be interpreted by relying on those
scientific facts which have been firmly established and are not
subject to change.

2. That we may not stick to some interpretive opinion regarding the
details of the cosmic and natural phenomena mentioned in the
Holy Quran, unless we have a sound proof which is beyond any
doubt or suspicion.

3. That the discussion of scientific exegesis may not overshadow the
two basic features of the Holy Quran: guidance and its being a
miracle.

4. Such discussions should lead Muslims to intellectual revival,
remind them of the greatness of the Holy Quran, and help them
benefit from the nature.

5. That these discussions should be employed to prove the oneness of

Allah the Almighty, His Omniscience, His Omnipotence, and in

fetching fresh examples of the miraculous nature of the Holy

Quran.
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