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MIRACALE OF HAZRAT YUNUS AND THE
SPERM WHALE 8§
IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE.

Sher Muhammad Syed’

1. INTRODUCTION:-Both the Quran and the Bible
describe in some detail the miracle of Hazrat Yunus (Jonah)
and the Anber (Sperm) whale and the “BIG FISH”. Biblical
scholars and Western rationalists as well as some Muslim
exegetes of the Quran affected by new fangled rationalistic
ideas of the West deny the occurrence of the miracle. But
marine scientists, physiologists and experienced whalers have
often observed that sperm whales (Anbers) have swallowed
whole, without mastication, objects larger than the size of a
man and later, when injured or seized with panic and pangs of
death, have ejected the whole of such objects or articles
thereby establishing scientific feasibility of the miracle. We
propose to discuss here the occurrence of the miracle in the

light of science.

2 The Quran narrates briefly the miracle of Hazrat
Yunus having been swallowed by a huge marine mammal
which subsequently ejected him ashore with the result that the
Prophet survived the supematural experience though he was
stricken with illness resulting from the extraordinary event.
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was a general confusion. Muhammad (Pbuh) called out with a

loud and dignified voice:

aedbll ue ot b A Y W U

[ am the messenger of Allah, I am no imposter, I am the
descendant of ‘Abd al-Muttalib.

This imparralel example of the Prophet created such
sort of moral courage and perseverance that they themselves
proved to be glorious of human history. Family of yasir,
Khabbab b. Aratt, Bilal, Suhayb are always quoted as a
symbol of patience and perseverance. There are numerous
examples of other companions of the Prophet who showed

resilience and courage against all odds for the cause of
da’wah.
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the Makkans because they were determined to wipe the
nascent community out. Madinan experience was the one of
survival. It was a matter of life and death for the community.
It was this period that he along with his followers had to go to
the battle field. During these battles there were occasions
when even the bravest warrior would not dare to stand. His
companion witnessed his bravery, strength of character, will
power and trust in God at the times when death was

prevailing every where.

One of such occasion was the battle of Hunayn. For
the Muslims it was the biggest armies that had hitherto
assembled under the Prophet. So some of them felt greatly
elated with their numbers and with their preparation for war.
Hawazin were skilled in arachery and they had occupied
every point of vantage. They had posted the best of their
archers on various hills. When suddendly the enemy sprang
from his ambuscade and charged furiously upon them.
Staggard by the unexpected onslaught column after column
fell back and choked the narrow pass. Aggravated by the
obscurity of the hour and the straightness of the rugged road
panic ceased the army. They all turned and fled *

- Amidst such adverse circumstances with the exception

of a few of the Prophet’s devoted friends and admirers there

86- William Meur. Life of Muhamad. 402
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sufferings and tortures for all believers but the Prophet was to

face the brunt of it.

The Qurashite abset by continuous preaching of the
Prophet approached his uncle Abu Talib and pressurised him
to stop his nephew from preaching his new faith. Abu Talib
seemed to scumb to their pressure and politly advised the
Prophet to find a way of reconciliation. Disappointed by the
situation and realising the weakening of ‘his uncle’s help his
faith grew stronger and his trust in God became deeper and
firmer. His answer to his uncle is a glorious example of

perservence and rectitutde. He said:

8100 Ao gyl § adlly 5o S el pny fdi1y les b
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O my uncle: by God' if they put the sun in my right hand and moon in

my lcft on condition that I abondon this course. until God has made me

victorious, or I perish therein I would not abandon it.”

The Prophet continued his da’wa activities at Makka
inspite of all odds. He faced all the hardships, sufferings and
persecutions and migrated to Madina only when the divine
command came to leave for Madina. The Madinan life
brought another type of difficultics. It was physical clash with

85- Swrah. 1,39
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before you used to be combed with iron combs so that nothing of his flesh
or ncrves would remain on his bones: vet that would never make him
desert his religion. A saw might be put over the parting of his head which
would be spilt into two parts, vet all that would never make him abondon
his religion. Allah will surely complete this religion (1.c.Islam) so that a
traveller from San‘a to Hadramaut will not be afraid of anvbody except
Allah™.

The Prophet (Pbuh) has described /stigama as the
greatest virtue after the faith. It is evident from his sayings
that /stigama has the complementary position to the fiath

Itself. Following hadith of the Prophet is clear proof of it.

RO ) J gy B 6 AR ) e Ok
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It ts narrated on the authority of Sufvan b. “Abduliah al-Thagafi that he
said: I asked the Messanger of Allah to tell me about Islam a thing which
may dispense with the necessity of my asking anybody after you. In the
hadith of Abu Usama the (words) are: other than you. He (the Prophet)

rcmarked: say I affirm my faith in Allah and then remain steadfast to it.

The Prophet himself set illuminating examples of
perseverence. His biographical and hadith sources contain

such examples.  Although Makkan period was full of

S4- Mushim, Koal-Tman, bo Jamn - Awsal alIston, 147
Trinudhr has reported it m the folfowing words
K. al-Zuhd. b. Hifz al-Lisan, 4/607 LBl pu g i sy 8 3
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Vid ad o as ety Jpu )V 0500 2> V35 et pally slald)
or do vou think that vou shall coter the paradisc without such trials as
came to those who passed away before vou.? They encountered suffering
and adversity and werc so shaken in spint that cven the Messanger and
thosc of faith who were with him cricd: when (will come) the help of

God?”. “Ah verily, the help of God is always near:

A famous companion of the Prophet Khabbab b. ai-
Arat says that when he complained to the Prophet about the
sufferings and persecutions faced by him in the path of Islam,
the Prophet referred to the difficulties of the earher believers.
Bukhari has recorded the whole story in the following words:

LS B 3y g o ks e 81 o 1 2 0
PP RPN DR R PPACR IR T- R NG U T JRE
)ip-;'c-‘ anllas O asla doud! quéuw O 4l s
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Khabbab narrated: | came to the Prophet while he was tcaning against his
sheet cloak in the shade of Ka'ba. We were suffering greatly from the

pagans in thosc davs. | said (to him).. “will vou invok Allah (to help us)™

He sat down with a red face and smd. A believer among those who were

82- Al - Qur An.2/214
83- Bukhari K. Bad™ al-Khalg. b.Ma Laqiva Rasal Allah 4/239
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(they suggest), nor gricve: but reccive the glad tidings of the garden (of
bliss) to which ve¢ were promised. We are vour protector in this life and in
the hereafter, therein vou will have all that vours souls desire and therem
vou will have all that vou ask for. a hospitable gift from onc oft-Forgiving

Most Merciful,

PRESEVERENCE AN ESSENTIAL MORAL
QUALITY

Perseverence is the most important quahty for a worker
of da'wa MNa-Allah. Refering to the history of da'wa the
Qur’an has mentioned istigama’'s special significance. History

of da’wa 1s full of examples of patience and perseverence.

There was no pertod of da’wa activity when the du s
were not persecuted. difficultics were not faced by them or
the opponents have not made hife muscrable for them and the
detis were not compelled to scek retuge mo \ileh from the
oppression of the unjust and brutal oppenents ot v v Irom
amongst many examvplcs we will confine ourselves to a few
only. The Qur’an while referring to early da i has reorded
sentiments and emotions of some of the workers and gave
advice to the followers of the Prophet Muhammad (Phuh) by

saying:
s (SU3 o I ghs pllt e oSl Uy A1) 5 O gz s
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despair there was a danger that some weaker heart might
waver and forsake the Islamic Movement; therefore the
Qur’an time and again reminded the Prophet and the believers
of patience and perseverance, because this was the source of

their strength. Addressing to the Prophet the Qur’an says:
A~.u§§ﬁ.~a.f O dhoni & b tgaka g Slas U g inufﬁ.iulé%o
Therefore stand firm (in the straight path) as thou art commanded, thou

and thosc who with vou turn (unto God) and transgress not from (the

path). for He sceth well and all that vou do.

The Qur’an has described uprightness and peseverance
as a process of psychotharapy for the committed believers in
difficult circumstances. According to the‘Qur’an it not only
provides spiritual satisfaction and inner strength but also
induces angelic favour and divine grace. The language and
expression used by the Qur’an for the description of al-
isticama has not been used for any other moral and ethical

quality. The Qur’an says:

¥y 1 g IS gle J 5o 1 gollist oF &1Ly 1406 udd) 01
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In the case of those who say, “Our Lord is God™ and futher stand straight

and steadfast. the angels descend on them (from time to time) fear ve not:

80- Al-Qur’an, 11/112
81- Al-Qur’an, 41/30-32
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Say: I am but a man like vou: It is revealed to me that your God is one
God: so stand truc to Him and ask for his forgiveness and woc to those

who join gods with God.

Opposition to the da 'wa was increasing everyday and
Makkah and its surroundings were becoming a hell for the
believers. Even to breath peacefully was forbidden. The
person of the Prophet, inspite of his noble tribal position, was
not spared from the torture. The condition of a common
believer was unimaginable. The more they were persecuted
the more they were asked for patience and perseverenée. The
Qur’an says:

VA east ol 0 Ny @ pl LS oty g 30 LIS

Now then, for that reason. call (them to the faith) and stand steadfast as

thou arc commanded, nor follow thou their vain desires.

The commandmant of perseverance is not confined to
the Prophet; his followers and believers are included as well.
One can perceive the wisdom of this order by looking at the
situation of that time. As mentioned earlier the whole
atmosphere was highly charged against the small minority of
believers. Every kind of torture and pressure was used against
them to retreive them back to polythesim. The inhumance
behaviour of Makkan was on the increase so were the

sufferings of the believers. Under this hopeleseness and

79- Al-Qur’an, 42/15
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ISTIQAMA

Istigama ( PO ) is from gawama (¢ ) which
means to be upright. straight and even. The Arabs say that:
(VR gty Juzet 1plinnly ¢ L2J1 a0 )’ i.e a thing is balance,
straight and even. Abu Zayd says that istigamah is evenness,
uprightness and straightness ((VV(es! ! g c\,":Ji Jldzst deldzwy
With reference to human attitude it means to stand firm for a
right cause even if there are difficulties, dangers and
oppositions. To remain firm on ones stand i1s called

perseverance.

PERSEVERANCE AND THE PROPHET (Pbuh)

The Prophet had a difficult mission. He was being opposed by
every one. Ridicule, humiliation abuse and persecution was
the order of the day. The Prophet and his followers were
always threatened by dire consequences. It was this situation
when Allah commanded the Prophet to be steadfast:

a | gl Aty ) o S ufc}!s’ﬁﬁ's'l“r:* bl Gt 5%
VA §urS pall Juyy 0 phioty

76- Lisan. 12/498
77- Ibid. 12/498
78- Al-Qurian 41/6
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It is reported by ‘Urwa that ‘A’isha told him that shc once asked the
Prophet, “Have you cncountered a day harder than the day of the battle of
Uhud”. The Prophet replied, “vour tribe has troubled me a lot and the
worst trouble was the trouble on the day of "Agba when | presented
myself to Ibn Abd Yalayl bin ‘Abd Kulal and he did not respond to my
demand. So I departed overwhelmed with excessive sorrow and proceeded
on and could not relax till I found myself at Qarn al-Thaahb where |
lifted my head towards the sky to see a cloud shading me unexpectedly. |
looked up and saw Gabriel in it. He called me saying, “Allah has heard
your people’s saying to you, and what they have replied back to you,
Allah has sent the Angel of Mountains to you so that you may order him
to do whatever you wish to these people.” Angel of the Mountains called
and greeted me, and then said, “O Muhammad! order what you wish. If
you like, I will let al-Akhshabayn (i.e. two mountains) fall on them.” The
Prophet said, “No but I hope that Altah will let them beget children who

will worship Allah alone, and will worship none besides Him.”

It is evident from the above Prophetic statement that it
is the quality of patience which helps a da’i to stand firm in

all difficult situations and is a key to success.

75- Bukhar¥K. Bad’al-Khalq. b. Dhikr al-Malaika. 4/83:
Muslim K. al-maghazi. b. Ma Laqgiya al-Nabi min Adha
al-Mushrikin, wa’al-Munafigin. 5/181
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O Lord: To thee alone I make complaint of my helplessness, the paucity of
my resources and my insignificance beforc mankind. Thou art of the most
merciful of the mercifuls. Thou art the Lord of the helpless and the weak,
O Lord of Mine! Into whose hands wouldst Thou abandon me: into the
hands of an unsympathetic foc who would sullenly frown at me, or to the
enemy who has been given control over my affairs? But if Thy wrath does
not fall upon me. there is nothing for me to worry about but Thy grace is
more than enough for me. I seek protéction in the light of thy
Countcnance. which illuminates the heaven and dispels every darkness and
which controls all affairs in this world as well as in the Herafter. May it
never be that I should incur Thy wrath, or that, Thou shouldst be wrathful

to me. And there is no power nor resource but Thine alone.

Reaction of a common person to such a terrible
experience would be one of anger and vengea‘nce, but the
Prophet had shown an example of a da’i who was model for
patience and compassion ‘A’isha has narrated Prophetic
reaction ‘which indicates his greatness and mercy. Bukhari,
Muslim and Nasa’i have recorded the Prophetic statement in

the following words:
o il 08 ay elde gl o ol I8\l i Aile 018y 2 0 @
eﬁW@DM\dS}@h&ﬁwwwdﬁob‘eﬁ
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74- Sirah. 2/60-62
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The leadership was in the hands of three sons of ‘Abd
Yalayl, Mas‘ud and Habib. He approached them but to ‘s
disappointment all of them turmed a deef ear to his message.
Instead they stirred up the slaves and vandals to tease, abuse
and chase him out of the town. The people hooted him
through the streets, pelted him with stones and at last obliged
him to flee from the city pursued by a relentless rebble. Blood
flowed down upon his legs; and Zayd endeavouring to shield
him was wounded in the head. According to Ibn Sa‘d they did
not desist until they chased him to the foot of surrounding
hills. There wearied and exhausted he took refuge in one of
the numerous orchards and rested against a wall of vineyard
which belonged to ‘Utba and Shayba, sons of Rabi’a, the
wealthy citizens of Makka. They watched with pain the
conditon of the Prophet and moved by compassion, sent to
him one of their christian servant with a tray of grapes. The
Prophet accepted the fruit with pious invocations; “In the

name of the Lord.”

At that time it seemed to him that as if the whole world
had turned against him. He turned to his Lord and betook
himself to prayer in the following touching words. He was
weary and wounded but confident of the help of his Lord. The
text of this touching prayer has been recorded by al-Tabari,
Ibn al-Qayyim, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Hisham, and others.

ol Ll Jo b gay sl By g8 i 1 Sl ) o gl
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Family of yaser.”” Suhayb b. Sanan’' and Khabbab b.
al-Arat’> were the people to suffer the most. They were the
weaker members of the society and their sufferings arid
persecutions could be understood but it is strange to note that
even the members of honourable families were not spared.
Their- own Kith and kin were keen to persecute thein.
‘Uthman' b. ‘Affan, Zubayr b. al- ‘Awwam, ‘Umer b. al
Khattab, Khalid b. Sa‘id and others were among those who
suffered at the hands of their own relatives for the mistake of

. 3
conversion to Islam.’

The Greatest example of Prophetic Patience

The greatest example of the Prophet’s patience can be
seen during his jourmey to Ta’if. He went there with the
companion of his, Zayd b. Haritha, his freed slave, and
approached the family of ‘Umyr who was reckoned among
the nobility of the town.

70- Tbn Sa‘d. 1/249. The Prophet said to the family: oh family

of yasir! be patient, (al-Isti‘ab. 1/178.))

71- When suhayb migrated to Madina he was forced to

leave all his belongings at Makka. Reaching Madina he was
greeted by the Prophet by these words: Suhayb has benefited from
this dealing. (Ibn Sa’d. 3/161)

72- Khubab was the slave of Umm-¢-" Ammar and was severch
punished by her after his conversion to Islam (Al-Isaba. 2/195.)
73- Ibn Hisham has given all the details (Sirah. 1/339-343)
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Jahal b. Hisham, ‘Utba b. Rabi‘a, Shaiba b. Rabi‘a, Umayvah b. Khalaf
or Ubayy b. Khalaf.” (Shu‘bah, is not surc of the last name).

I saw these people killed on the day of Badr and thrown in the well cxcept
Umayya or Obayy, whose body parts werc mutilated but he was not

thrown 1n the well.

‘A’isha reports that the Prophet (Pbuh) said that he used to
live between the two nastiest neighbours - Abu Lahb and
‘Ugba b. Abi Mu ayat. Both of them used to throw dirt and
filth at his door.’

The main cause for Hamza’s embracing Islam was the
torturous attitude of Abu Jahl toward the Prophet. It 1s
narrated on the authority of Tariq b.. ‘Abdullah al-Muharibi
that he once saw the Prophet preaching, ‘There is no god save
Allah”. A man followed him and ruthlessly flung stones at
him. The Prophet was profusely bleeding and wicked fellow

cried: O men! be on your guard he is a liar. ®®

The Prophet was facing all these insults and
persecutions with patience and steadfastness. His companions
and followers meted out with same kind of treatment. Bilal,
the salve of Umayyah b. Khalaf, was severly beaten by his

i : 69
master when the latter came to know his conversion to Islam.

67- Aurqahi, sharh Mawahib, 1/251
68- Kanz al-‘Ummal. 6/302
69- Sirah.1/240
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‘Urwa b. Zubayr says that he asked Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As to tell .
him about the gravest sufferings of the Prophet at the hands of polytheists
He said that once the Prophet was praying in the Hijr of the Kaba,
suddenly ‘Ugba b. Abi Mu’ayt came and put his garment around the
Prophet’s neck and throttled him violently. Abu Bakr came and caught
him by his shoulder and pushed him away from the Prophet and said, “Do

you want to kill a man just because he says, “My Lord is Allah™.

The second incidence has also been recorded by

Bukhari in the following words:
o e sl 2 F e bWyt L o1 by JB i) s e
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah it is narrated that while the Prophet was
prostrating, surrounded by some of Quraysh, ‘Ugba b. abi Mu‘ayt
brought the intestine (i.e. abdominol contents) of a camel and put them
over the back of the Prophet. The Prophet did not raise his head, (till)

Fatima came and took it off his back.and cursed the one who had done the
harm. The Prophet said, “O Allah : Destroy the chiefs of Quraysh, Abu

66-Bukhari, K. Bad’al Khalq, bab ma lagiya. 4/239

Al-Tabari in his book has recorded this incident from Abu

Salmah. al- Rahman and al-Nasair and [bn Abi Hatim hable narrated
it with slight variation from amr b. al- ‘As instead of his son.

.‘.jb\rJA"I‘L‘,)_) jJi- Ju
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The Prophet of Islam was commanded to adopt patient
attitude as earlier Prophets had adopted it. It says:

b Jorad g o I 0 A g o S ol

Therefore patiently perseverc, as did all the Messengers of unflexible

purpose: and be in no haste.

Patience has a special place in the ethico-moral aspects
of the Prophetic personality. The social conditions in which
he started his da'wa and the difficulties and the challanges he
faced have no parallel. It was the quality of patience that
enabled him to face the opposition of the Qurayshites and the
hardships created by them. Hadith and biographical sources
are full of the detailed accounts but we confine ourself to a

few exémples.

The polytheists of Makka were exercising all sorts of
pressures to stop the Prophet (Pbuh) from da'wah work.
Physical torture and persecution were the obvious choice.
Weaker foliowers were the easy targets but the Prophet was
no éxception‘ Bukhari has recorded an incident whichk shows
the gravity of the situtation. He has recorded it at various
places and narrated it from Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As and
‘Amr b. al-*As. Following is the full account of the incident:
sl g el ol g e ot L1 I8 w3y 8

, J__An.sg.a__.ﬁ\f_p&;S;L.q@_;smﬁdu_?ghu;,.hw;@
Pl U i s s e Jagaw @ b g o dde
.m‘r.)dj_momu)u,.un Ju&ydcw”m.\.ﬂ@,

64 Ibid 46/35 Y-
65- Bukhari, K. Bad’al-Khalq, b. Ma Laqiva al Ndbl wa A shabuhu

min al-Mushriken. @4 88 &l @Fa Paial 20y 674

Ibid, K. al-Managib, b. Manaqib Abi Bakr, 4/19
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If we give man a taste of Mercy from ourself and then withdraw it from
h1m behold: ke is in despair and blasphamy. But if we give him a taste of
our favour after adversity has touched him, he is sure to say, “all evils
have departed from me; behold! he falls into egultation and pride.-Not so *
do those who show patience and constancy and work righteousness; for

them is forgiveness and great reward.

The Qur’an while describing the characteristics of the
Prophets mention with special importance the quality of
patience in them.®'

A student of the Qur’an will notice that the Prophet of
Islam has been commanded by Allah (SWT) to be patient in
all circumstances. For instance it says:

HJM‘&#PJH)W@JOHPU&‘M“
Y.l #

Thercfore be patient with what they say, and celebrate constantly the
praise of your Lord before the rising of the sun and before its setting.

At another place the Qur’an says:
RN SIS QUISEIEY b, sl u‘b?&)&ﬂu

Now await in patience the command of your Lord for verily you are in our

eyes and celebrate.

61- See: Al-Qur’an, 3/146, 32/24, 12/18, 38/44, 37/103
62- Al-Qur’an, 20/130
63- Ibid, 52/48
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He indeed would well-nigh have misled us from our gods, had it not been

that we were constant to them.

At another place it is said:

08 31y s 2 ha OF WSbT e Vg oty | gieal OF gen S 3l
And the leaders among them go away impatiently saying walk ye away

and remain constant to your gods for this is truly a thing designed (against
you),

Although this word has been used in the Qur’an in
these meanings, however, a slight difference in the shades of
meaning can be observed. For instance it is used for waiting
for an appropriate time, not to be impatient to face the
difficulties bravely, to ignore and to be steedfast and to do the
needful inspite of all difficulties and obstacles.

If we look at all these meanings it becomes evident that
the spirit of the term is to control and resist. There are
moments in the lives of the individuals and nations when they
are faced with failures or enjoy a success. These are the
moments of their test, either they show control over their
senses and strength of their character or they loose patience
and destroy everything. The Qur’an has beautifully analysed
the psychological condition of humans under such
circumstances. The Qur’an says:

Aay slani oLE3Y oy 4T e Wl ase Lo i oF A3y OLLIYY LBST o
g gt ot ) 5 g0 o ) ) g Sl 23 I i dea 61 S0
eeolall dasy

59- Tbid. 38/6
60- Al-Qur’an
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PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE

Patience and perserverance are the essential qualities
of a da’i. No da’i can withstand the difficulties and sufferings
in the way of da 'wah unles he possesses these qualities. The
Qur’an has used sabr ( (s~) ) and istigamah ( ds\dw!) Hto

indicate these qualities.

SABR ( )

Originally sabr meas to refrain, abstain and desist. The
Arabs say (Q‘_"'\:l_,_l))53 which means he refrained from
something. A] Jawhari is reported to have said: patience is to
control oneself at the time of anguish and anxiety.*
According to Ibn Manzur patience is antonym to anguish.’’
On the basis of linguistic meaning one can say that a person
who has controlled himself in difficult circumstances,
refrained from being impatient and kept himself steadfast in

dangerous situation would be called a patient person.

The Qur’an "has used this word in this sense. For
instance describing the attitude of unbelievers and their

continuous refusal to the call of the Prophet Qur’an says:
ON Lgde U e 0T Y J LidT o Llia) 518 O

55- Lisan. 4/438
56-bid, 4/438

57- Ibid,

58- Al-Qur an. 25/40
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And keep thy soul content with those who call on their Lord moming and

evening, seeking His Face.

The Prophet has encouraged believers to engage
themselves in du’'a because they would be able to get the
bounty of Allah (SWT) He is reported to have said:

ezt 3Lt fabiy oy OF st ) O aliad pn i g
Oi,cﬂ‘

Ask Allah (SWT) for His favour and grace. Surely Allah loves to be
asked. And the best worship and prayers is to wait for plcasure and
comfort.

Worship and prayer brings a da’i so close to Allah that
he forgets his difficulties and 1s completely absorbed in the
love of Allah. Every step he takes and every word he utters
become source of pleasure and joy. Becuase of the love of
Allah and his devotion to him he faces all difficulties with

smile, courage and resolve

53-Ibid. 18/28
54- Tirmidhi, K. al-Du'a, bab Intizar al-Faraj, 5/565
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also an acceptance of the power of an absolute authority, and
unlimited mercy and forgiveness of Allah (SWT). Du a links
a person with Allah and soften his heart for doing good to

others.

A da’i through du’'a attains closeness of Allah and
sofistication of hearts and mind. Du'a is to seek continuous
guidance and help from divine source in all situations and
circumstances. The Prophet in various utterrances explained
the usefulness of du'a He said dua is the essence of worship
(";p\:,,j\ e e )Elaborating it further he said:

CR Pﬁ it | g 46! PSJ.) Juy 14.9(,4 Salall 4a sleddt O
Surely du'a 1s worship and then recited the Quranié vers: And your Lord

says: “call on Me I will answer your prayers.

Since a da’'i is always working for Allah therefore, he
can face a terrible situation in which one is confused and does
not know the way out. It is du'a which helps and guides him
through that situation. Qur’an has given the characteristic of
those who are closer to Allah (SWT). They are the people
who remain in touch with their Lord through du’a. Qur’an
says:

oF .flaby by gy O arliall (8 oy o Jlnip
Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep, the while they call on their
Lord, in fear and hope.

51- Tirmidhi, K, al-Du'a, bab ma Ja'a fi Fadl al-Du’a, 5/456
52- Al-Qur’an, 32/16
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